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PREFACE TO THE 
LIBRARY OF CHINESE CLASSICS 


Yang Muzhi 


The publication of the Library of Chinese Classics is a matter of 
great satisfaction to all of us who have been involved in the production of 
this monumental work. At the same time, we feel a weighty sense of 
responsibility, and take this opportunity to explain to our readers the mo- 
tivation for undertaking this cross-century task. 


1 


The Chinese nation has a long history and a glorious culture, and it has 
been'the aspiration of several generations of Chinese scholars to trans- 
late, edit and publish the whole corpus of the Chinese literary classics so 
that the nation’s greatest cultural achievements can be introduced to 
people all over the world. There have been many translations of the Chi- 
nese classics done by foreign scholars. A few dozen years ago, a West- 
ern scholar translated the title of A Dream of Red Mansions into “A 
Dream of Red Chambers” and Lin Daiyu, the heroine in the novel, into 
“Black Jade.” But while their endeavours have been laudable, the re- 
sults of their labours have been less than satisfactory. Lack of knowledge 
of Chinese culture and an inadequate grasp of the Chinese written lan- 
guage have led the translators into many errors. As a consequence, not 
only are Chinese classical writings widely misunderstood in the rest of 
the world, in some cases their content has actually been distorted. At one 
time, there was a “Jin Ping Mei craze” among Western scholars, who 
thought that they had uncovered a miraculous phenomenon, and pub- 
lished theories claiming that China was the “fountainhead of eroticism,” 
and that a Chinese “tradition of permissiveness” was about to be laid 
bare. This distorted view came about due to the translators of the Jin 
Ping Mei (Plum in the Golden Vase) putting one-sided stress on the 
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taw elements in that novel, to the neglect of its overall literary value. 
Meanwhile, there have been many distinguished and well-intentioned 
Sinologists who have attempted to make the culture of the Chinese nation 
more widely known by translating works of ancient Chinese philosophy. 
However, the quality of such work, in many cases, is unsatisfactory, of- 
ten missing the point entirely. The great philosopher Hegel considered 
that ancient China had no philosophy in the real sense of the word, being 
stuck in philosophical “prehistory.” For such an eminent authority to 
make such a colossal error of judgment is truly regrettable. But, of course, 
Hegel was just as subject to the constraints of time, space and other 
objective conditions as anyone else, and since he had to rely for his knowl- 
edge of Chinese philosophy on inadequate translations it is not difficult to 
imagine why he went so far off the mark. 

China cannot be separated from the rest of the world; and the rest of 
the world cannot ignore China. Throughout its history, Chinese civiliza- 
tion has enriched itself by absorbing new elements from the outside world, 
and in turn has contributed to the progress of world civilization as a whole 
by transmitting to other peoples its own cultural achievements. From the 
Sth to the 15th centuries, China marched in the front ranks of world civi- 
lization. If mankind wishes to advance, how can it afford to ignore China? 
How can it afford not to make a thoroughgoing study of its history? 


2 


Despite the ups and downs in their fortunes, the Chinese people have 
always been idealistic, and have never ceased to forge ahead and learn 
from others, eager to strengthen ties of peace and friendship. 

The great ancient Chinese philosopher Confucius once Said, ““Wher- 
ever three persons come together, one of them will surely be able to teach 
me something. I will pick out his good points and emulate them; his bad 
points I will reform.” Confucius meant by this that we should always be 
ready.to learn from others. This maxim encapsulates the principle the Chi- 
nese people have always followed in their dealings with.other peoples, not 
only on an individual basis but also at the level of state-to-state relations. 

After generations of internecine strife, China was unified by Emperor 





Qin Shi Huang (the First Emperor of the Qin Dynasty) in 221 B.C. The 
Han Dynasty, which. succeeded that of the short-lived Qin, waxed pow- 
erful, and for the first time brought China into contact with the outside 
world. In 138 B.C., Emperor Wu dispatched Zhang Qian to the western 
regions, i.e. Central Asia. Zhang, who traveled as far as what is now 
Iran, took with him as presents for the rulers he visited on the way 10,000 
head of sheep and cattle, as well as gold and silks worth a fabulous amount. 
In 36 B.C., Ban Chao headed a 36-man legation to the western regions. 
These were missions of friendship to visit neighbours the Chinese people 
had never met before and to learn from them. Ban Chao sent Gan Ying 
to explore further toward the west. According to the “Western Regions 
Section” in the Book of Later Han, Gan Ying traveled across the terri- 
tories of present-day Iraq and Syria, and reached the Mediterranean Sea, 
an expedition which brought him within the confines of the Roman Em- 
pire. Later, during the Tang Dynasty, the monk Xuan Zang made a jour- 
ney fraught with danger to reach India and seek the knowledge of that 
land. Upon his return, he organized a team of scholars to translate the 
Buddhist scriptures, which he had brought back with him. As a result, 
many of these scriptural classics which were later lost in India have been 
preserved in China. In fact, it would have been difficult for the people of 
India to reconstruct their own ancient history if it had not been for Xuan 
Zang’s A Record of a Journey to the West in the Time of the Great 
Tang Dynasty. In the Ming Dynasty, Zheng He transmitted Chinese cul- 
ture to Southeast Asia during his seven voyages. Following the Opium 
Wars in the mid-19th century, progressive Chinese, generation after gen- 
eration, went to study the advanced scientific thought and cultural achieve- 
ments of the Western countries. Their aim was to revive the fortunes of 
their own country. Among them were people who were later to become 
leaders of China, including Zhu De, Zhou Enlai and Deng Xiaoping. In 
addition, there were people who were to become leading scientists, liter- 
ary figures and artists, such as Guo Moruo, Li Siguang, Qian Xuesen, 
Xian Xinghai and Xu Beihong. Their spirit of ambition, their struggles and 
their breadth of vision were an inspiration not only to the Chinese people 
but to people all over the world. 

Indeed, it is true that if the Chinese people had not learned many 
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things from the surrounding countries they would never have been able to 
produce the splendid achievements of former days. When we look back 
upon history, how can we not feel profoundly grateful for the legacies of 
the civilizations of ancient Egypt, Greece and India? How can we not 
feel fondness and respect for the cultures of Europe, Africa, America 
and Oceania? : 

The Chinese nation, in turn, has made unique contributions to the com- 
munity of mankind. Prior to the 15th century, China led the world in sci- 
ence and technology. The British scientist Joseph Needham once said, 
“From the third century A.D. to the 13th century A.D. China was far 
ahead of the West in the level of its scientific knowledge.” Paul Kennedy, 
of Yale University in the U.S., author of The Rise and Fall of the Great . 
Powers, said, “Of all the civilizations of the pre-modern period, none was 
as well-developed or as progressive as that of China.” 

Foreigners who came to China were often astonished at what they 
saw and heard. The Greek geographer Pausanias in the second century 
A.D. gave the first account in the West of the technique of silk produc- 
tion in China: “The Chinese feed a spider-like insect with millet and reeds. 
After five years the insect’s stomach splits open, and silk is extracted 
therefrom.” From this extract, we can see that the Europeans at that 
time did not know the art of silk manufacture. In the middle of the 9th 
century A.D., an Arabian writer includes the following anecdote in his 
Account of China and India: 

“One day, an Arabian merchant called upon the military governor of 
Guangzhou. Throughout the meeting, the visitor could not keep his eyes 
off the governor’s chest. Noticing this, the latter asked the Arab mer- 
chant what he was staring at. The merchant replied, “Through the silk 
robe you are wearing, I can faintly see a black mole on your chest. Your 
robe must be made out of very fine silk indeed!’ The governor burst out 
laughing, and holding out his sleeve invited the merchant to count how 
many garments he was wearing. The merchant did so, and discovered 
that the governor was actually wearing five silk robes, one on top of the 
other, and they were made of such fine material that a tiny mole could be 
seen through them all! Moreover, the governor explained that the robes 
he was wearing were not made of the finest silk at all; silk of the highest 





grade was reserved for the garments worn by the provincial governor.” 

The references to tea in this book (the author calls it “dried grass”) 
reveal that the custom of drinking tea was unknown in the Arab countries 
at that time: “The king of China’s revenue comes mainly from taxes on 
salt and the dry leaves of a kind of grass which is drunk after boiled 
water is poured on it. This dried grass is sold at a high price in every city 
in the country. The Chinese call it ‘cha.’ The bush is like alfalfa, except 
that it bears more leaves, which are also more fragrant than alfalfa. It 
has a slightly bitter taste, and when it is infused in boiling water it is said 
to have medicinal properties.” 

Foreign visitors showed especial admiration for Chinese medicine. 
One wrote, “China has very good medical conditions. Poor people are 
given money to buy medicines by the government.” 

In this period, when Chinese culture was in full bloom, scholars flocked 
from all over the world to China for sightseeing and for study. Chang’an, 
the capital of the Tang Dynasty was host to visitors from as far away as 
the Byzantine Empire, not to mention the neighboring countries, of Asia. 
Chang’ an, at that time the world’s greatest metropolis, was packed with 
thousands of foreign dignitaries, students, diplomats, merchants, artisans 
and entertainers. Japan especially sent contingent after contingent of 
envoys to the Tang court. Worthy of note are the accounts of life in 
Chang’an written by Abeno Nakamaro, a Japanese scholar who studied 
in China and had close friendships with ministers of the Tang court and 
many Chinese scholars in a period of over 50 years. The description 
throws light on the exchanges between Chinese and foreigners in this 
period. When Abeno was supposedly lost at sea on his way back home, 
the leading poet of the time, Li Bai, wrote a eulogy for him. 

‘The following centuries saw a steady increase in the accounts of China 
written by Western visitors. The Italian Marco Polo described conditions 
in China during the Yuan Dynasty in his Travels. However, until advances 
in the science of navigation led to the opening of east-west shipping routes 
at the beginning of the 16th century Sino-Western cultural exchanges 
were coloured by fantasy and conjecture. Concrete progress was made 
when a contingent of religious missionaries, men well versed in Western 

Science and technology, made their way to China, ushering in an era of 
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direct contacts between China and the West. The experience of this era 
was embodied in the career of the Italian Jesuit Matteo Ricci. Arriving in 
China in 1582, Ricci died in Beijing in 1610. Apart from his missionary 
work, Ricci accomplished two historically symbolic tasks — one was the 
translation into Latin of the “Four Books,” together with annotations, in 
1594; the other was the translation into Chinese of Euclid’s Elements. 

The rough translations of the “Four Books” and other Chinese classical 
works by Western missionaries, and the publication of Pére du Halde’s 
Description Geographique, Historique, Chronologique, Politique, 
et Physique de l’Empire de la Chine revealed an exotic culture to West- 
ern readers, and sparked a “China fever,” during which the eyes of many 
Western intellectuals were fixed on China. Some of these intellectuals, 
including Leibniz, held China in high esteem; others, such as Hegel, nursed 
a critical attitude toward Chinese culture. Leibniz considered that some 
aspects of Chinese thought were close to his own views, such as the 
philosophy of the Book of Changes and his own binary system. Hegel, 
on the other hand, as mentioned above, considered that China had devel- 
oped no proper philosophy of its own. Nevertheless, no matter whether 
the reaction was one of admiration, criticism, acceptance or rejection, 
Sino-Western exchanges were of great significance. The transmission of 
advanced Chinese science and technology to the West, especially the 
Chinese inventions of paper-making, gunpowder, printing and the com- 
pass, greatly changed the face of the whole world. Karl Marx said, “Chi- 
nese gunpowder blew the feudal class of knights to smithereens; the 
compass opened up world markets and built colonies; and printing be- 
came an implement of Protestantism and the most powerful lever and 
necessary precondition for intellectual development and creation.” The 
English philosopher Roger Bacon said that China’s four great inventions 
had “changed the face of the whole world and the state of affairs of 
everything.” 


3 


Ancient China gave birth to a large number of eminent scientists, such 
as Zu Chongzhi, Li Shizhen, Sun Simiao, Zhang Heng, Shen Kuo and Bi 





Sheng. They produced numerous treatises on scientific subjects, includ- 
ing The Manual of Important Arts for the People’s Welfare, Nine 
Chapters on the Mathematical Art, A Treatise on Febrile Diseases 
and Compendium of Materia Medica. Their accomplishments included 
ones whose influence has been felt right down to.modern times, such as 
the armillary sphere, seismograph, Dujiangyan water conservancy project, 
Dunhuang Grottoes, Grand Canal and Great Wall. But from the latter 
part of the 15th century, and for the next 400 years, Europe gradually 
became the cultural centre upon which the world’s eyes were fixed. The 
world’s most outstanding scientists then were England’s Isaac Newton, 
Poland’s Copernicus, France’s Marie Curie, Germany’s Rontgen and 
Einstein, Italy’s Galileo, Russia’s Mendelev and America’s Edison. 

The Chinese people then began to think: What is the cause of the rise 
and fall of nations? Moreover, how did it happen that gunpowder, in- 
vented in China and transmitted to the West, in no time at all made Eu- 

rope powerful enough to batter down the gates of China herself? 

: It took the Opium War to wake China from its reverie. The first gen- 
eration to make the bold step of “turning our eyes once again to the rest 
of the world” was represented by Lin Zexu and Wei Yuan. Zeng Guofan 
and Li Hongzhang started the Westernization Movement, and later intel- 
lectuals raised the slogan of “Democracy and Science.” Noble-minded 
patriots, realizing that China had fallen behind in the race for moderniza- 
tion, set out on a painful quest. But in backwardness lay the motivation 
for change, and the quest produced the embryo of a towering hope, and 
the Chinese people finally gathered under a banner proclaiming a “March 
Toward Science.” 

On the threshold of the 21st century, the world is moving in the direc- 
tion of becoming an integrated entity. This trend is becoming clearer by 
the day. In fact, the history of the various peoples of the world is also 
becoming the history of mankind as a whole. Today, it is impossible for 
any nation’s culture to develop without absorbing the excellent aspects 
of the cultures of other peoples. When Western culture absorbs aspects 
of Chinese culture, this is not just because it has come into contact with 
Chinese culture, but also because of the active creativity and develop- 
ment of Western culture itself; and vice versa. The various cultures of 
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the world’s peoples are a precious heritage which we all share. Mankind 
no longer lives on different continents, but on one big continent, or ina 
“global village.” And so, in this era characterized by an all-encompassing 
network of knowledge and information we should learn from each other 
and march in step along the highway of development to construct a brand- 
new “global village.” , 

Western learning is still being transmitted to the East, and vice versa. 


. China is accelerating its pace of absorption of the best parts of the cul- 


tures of other countries, and there is no doubt that both the West and the 
East need the nourishment of Chinese culture. Based on this recognition, 
we have edited and published the Library of Chinese Classics in a Chi- 
nese-English format as an introduction to the corpus of traditional Chi- 
nese culture in a comprehensive-and systematic translation. Through this 
collection, our aim is to reveal to the world the aspirations and dreams of 
the Chinese people over the past 5,000 years and the splendour of the 
new historical era in China. Like a phoenix rising from the ashes, the 
Chinese people in unison are welcoming the cultural sunrise of the new 
century. 


August 1999 
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INTRODUCTION 


Ancient Chinese fiction has a long history of development. In terms of 
language, it can be divided into two strands, namely fiction in classical 
Chinese and vernacular-language fiction (baihua xiaoshuo). The latter was 
records of orally recounted anecdotes and originated from shuohua, a form 
of performance used by. story-tellers to recount stories in the spoken lan- 
guage. Therefore, vernacular-language fiction retains the style and pattern 
of shuohua. The development of vernacular fiction is embodied in such 
stories as: Emperor Tang Tai Zong Visits the Nether World (EARRA Rid) 
and the Story of Tiger-catcher Han (#64 8i& 4.) found in the Dunhuang 
Grottoes; the Story of the Three Kingdoms ( = izi*¥-i& ) and King Wu ’s 
Conquest of the Shang (RE(%21-F i ) written during the Yuan Dynasty 
(1279-1368); and The Three Kingdoms (= isi), Outlaws of the Marsh 
(KvF4E ), “Three Story Collections” (= 7 ) 
Tales” ( —4#] ), and A Dream of Red Mansions ( £1 #&# ) dating from the 
Ming (1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911) dynasties. Unlike fiction in the 
vernacular form, fiction in classical Chinese was far removed from the 
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spoken language. This may have something to do with the media available 
in ancient times for literary writings, for example shell, bone, metal, stone, 
bamboo slips, and fine silk — all of them very costly. Also, given the 
difficulty of inscribing such materials, one had to use as few characters as 
possible. People strove to make writing concise and to imbue each word 
and expression with a wealth of meaning. As a result, a literary language 
with grammatical rules came into being. It was precise, homogeneous and 
conservative. This is what we now refer to as “classical Chinese”. As the 





major written language of ancient China, classical Chinese remained in use 
until the early 20" century. 


The history of fiction in classical Chinese is longer than that of ver- 
nacular-language fiction. It can be dated back to the pre-Qin period (usu- 
ally the Spring and Autumn and the Warring States periods, 770-221 BC) 
and the Han (206 BC-AD 220) Dynasty. In History of Han (45), a 
chronicle of the Han Dynasty written by Ban Gu during the Eastern Han 
Dynasty (25-220), “fiction” (xiao shuo) is mentioned as a literary genre. 
However, it refers to records of hearsay or casual talk with a certain value 
and by no means comparable in importance with history, biography or the 
works of thinkers and scholars. But it must be pointed out that such fiction 
is not simply narrative literature. In the Wei (220-265), Jin (265-420) and 
the Southern and Northern Dynasties (420-589), warfare was frequent, 
religions prospered, literati were immersing themselves in the “Dark Learn- 
ing” , and holding oneself apart and going one’s own way were deemed as 
fashionable. Traditional “fiction” has its own style for describing immor- 
tals, spirits and recording quotations from personalities; it is generally known 
as “records of the supernatural” and “records of personalities”, and this 
became a new literary genre. But they do not really fall into the category of 
fiction in the literary sense, because their themes are either religious, his~ 
torical, or of human relations. The narration is sketchy and short. By the 
Tang Dynasty (618-907), records of the supernatural and of personalities 
evolved into a new genre, a genre focusing on society and human feelings, 
seeking beauty of expression and extended in length. The genre is “chuangi” 
and it is real fiction in the literary sense of the word. 


Chuangqi is the term used by later generations to refer to this genre, 
but there are examples as early as the Tang Dynasty of writers using the 
term chuangi to refer to their own work. For instance, The Story of Yingying 
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(2°84 ) written by the Tang Dynasty poet Yuan Zhen (779-831) was 
originally named Chuangi. Pei Xing also called his collection Chuangqi. 
The original meaning of the term chuanqi denotes extraordinary, strange 
anecdotes and it was not until the Yuan Dynasty that people began to use 
it to refer to fiction of the Tang Dynasty. Yu Ji (1272-1348) said in his 
Notes of Xieyun Study (3 #)#¥ id ), “Not many Tang Dynasty literati 
produced valuable theories on the classics, art and the Way. All that they 
knew and were good at was playing with words. They had nothing better 
to do, so they created things like meetings with the supernatural, and 
imagined love affairs, which they worked into poems and essays circu- 
lated ‘among the literati. Then they each published their own writings to 
entertain one another. Those anecdotes were not necessarily true hap- 
penings, therefore they were called chuangqi.” Xia Tingzhi also said in his 
Qinglou Collection ( FRR ) in 1355, “Tang Dynasty chuanqi were 
made up by literati. They are but unofficial history, good for amusement 
only.” But from the Yuan Dynasty on, the term chuanqi did not refer only 
to fiction; it also encompassed the form zaju (poetic drama set to music). 
During Ming and Qing times, people included in the category of chuangqi 
the local operas flourishing in south China, which were very different 
from the poetic drama of north China. Today however, when we talk 
about Tang-dynasty chuangi, we definitely mean Tang Dynasty short sto- 
ties written in classical Chinese. 


The narrative method of chuangi directly followed the style of his- 
torical records of events or figures. Accounts of historical men or events, 
represented by Zuo Qiuming’s Commentary on the Spring and Autumn 
Annals (224%), and Records of the Historian (£12), adopted the model 
of presenting a past event, for example, in the present tense. They con- 
tained two major elements, namely narration and description of scenes. 
Description of scenes refers to a string of continuous episodes taking 








place in a specific space. The narrator stays behind the scenes and lets 
the historical figures speak their roles themselves, like actors and ac- 
tresses performing on a theatrical stage. Narration is usually used to in- 
troduce the background of a man or of an.event, and to link events from 
_ different times or places, so as to achieve a complete historical process 
and reflect the theory of cause and effect. Tang chuangi narration is not 
greatly different from that of historical records of events and figures, 
which might well be read as fiction, if we disregard what actually hap- 
pened in history. The reason that Tang-dynasty chuangqi were not re- 
garded as historical records is simply because they “were not necessarily 
true happenings” as Yu Ji said. 


Since fiction was so close to records of historical events, why did it 
take then until the Tang Dynasty to mature? The reason is that such evolu- 
tion needed the right cultural conditions. In the cultural value system of 
ancient China, historical records were thought superior to essays. Waiting 
about history had a long tradition in China, and though its subject matter is 
all about the rise and fall of earlier dynasties, Confucianism believed that by 
studying the historical records of events and figures one could find and 
understand the Way. History could be used as a benchmark for the present, 
as well as a law for the future generations. Therefore, records of historical 
events and figures were of classical significance. Given this way of think- 
ing, narratives containing anything fictitious were severely criticized. Liu 
Xie (c. 465-521) of the Southern and Northern Dynasties (420-589) said in 
“Historical Writings” of his The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons 
(Sc REE ), “But the vulgar lot all love the extraordinary and disregard 
truth. They exaggerate rumors and attempt to paint in every detail of hap- 
penings even in the remote past. They are inclined to ignore established 
facts, to draw far-fetched conclusions, and to bring in things unheard of in 
earlier histories. This is the root cause of historical errors, the archenemy 
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of ancient historical writings.” Here, Liu Xie was criticizing the tendency 
of deviating from the principle of factual recording of historical events and 
figures. Such criticism of narrative prose writing from an official historian 
became a universal law. Without breaking through the fetters of this uni- 
versal law, fiction could never progress. 


The right conditions for breaking the fetters emerged during the Tang 
Dynasty. Confucianism was the theoretical basis for the tule of the Tang 
Dynasty, but it was limited to such fields as politics, family status, and 
Tites; it stopped short of the realm of people’s spiritual life. Yu Ji’s com- 
ment that “Not many Tang Dynasty literati produced valuable theories on 
the classics, art and the Way” is a judgment truly mirroring the contempo- 
tary social ideology. The ideology of the literati was dominated by acom- 
bination of Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism, an ideology of tolerance 
and open-mindedness, which provided a tremendous space and fertile soil 
for the growth of literature. The imperial civil examination system, which 
was closely connected with the life of literati, provided that, in order to be 
appointed an official, one must acquire the qualification of mingjing and, 
more importantly, jinshi. The examination content focused on poetry and 
fu (descriptive prose interspersed with verse), so one of the major areas of 
Preparation young scholars had to master in order to win Jinshi status was 


"to compose in these forms. Naturally poetry and fu were upheld in the 


Tang Dynasty. A Collection of Strange Anecdotes (SR5#ia ) by the Tang 
writer Xue Yongruo describes that one day in the Kaiyuan reign (713-742), 
the renowned poets Wang Changling, Gao Shi and Wang Zhihuan had a 
drinking party at the Qiting Pavilion. It so happened that a group of per- 
formers also climbed up to the pavilion for a party. They played musical 
instruments and recited poetry, closely watched by the poets, waiting to 
see whose poems they would recite and sing. In fact, poems by all three 
were sung. When the performers became aware of the presence of the 





three famous poets, they kowtowed to them and said, “Many apologies for 
our failure to recognize you immortals.” This description indicates how 
poems were circulated in society during the Tang Dynasty and the high 
status that poets enjoyed; to be compared to immortals was indeed a great 
honor for masters of literature. In the minds of poets like Wang Changling, 
literature held.a supreme position and they were proud to have such literary 
talent. In such an environment, there was nothing strange about literati 
collecting strange tales or creating highly imaginative stories. The tradi- 
tional “principle of factual recording” was ignored. 


During the Tang Dynasty, chuangi went through three stages, namely 
initial rise, flowering and decline. The initial stage covered about 150 years, 
from the early Tang Dynasty to Emperor Daizong’s Dali reign (766-779), 
and not many single chuangi volumes circulated during this period. The 
renowned works are “The Ancient Mirror” ( 74 #tid ), “The White Mon- 
key” (4hYL.&4 F384), and “The Fairies’ Cavern” (filial). Though they 
have the form of chuangqi in terms of length and pattern, they still bear 
traces of the anecdotes of the supernatural of the Six Dynasties (222-589). 

* Stories in popular collections of the time, such as Reports from the Nether 
World (‘4Rid ) and Stories of Marvels ( J” #12 ), are still short and the 
language used is simple and old-fashioned. As with pre-Tang writings, their 
purpose was not to entertain readers but to prove the existence of super- 
natural beings. They reveal a strong sense of religion. Tang Lin, author of 
Reports from the Nether World, said in his preface to the book “by proving 
good and evil, encouraging people to do good in future, the book aims to 
give readers a profound realization of truth.” Gu Kuang said in the preface 
to Stories of Marvels, “What I want to observe between Heaven and Earth 
are the sign of changes, and sources of auspice and disaster, which are 
beyond sages and immortals, offend the vital energy of the universe and 
disorder the five elements. Thus sages revealed monsters, force, disorder 
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and deities to people, and advocated rule by rites, music, law and adminis- 
tration as a wise way to prevent such offenses and disorder.” He consid- 
ered the Stories of Marvels a religion friendly book. Only a few pieces, 
such as “Sui Rengian of the Tang” in Reports from the Nether World and 
“San Wei” in Stories of Marvels in the collections of stories of the super- 
natural of the Tang Dynasty, made a break from the models of short stories 
of the supernatural of the Six Dynasties. They tend to exaggeration and 
take the form of chuangi of the initial stage. 
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Tang chuangi reached their heyday during the 70-year period from 
the Dali reign through to Emperor Wenzong’s Kaicheng reign (836-840). 
As symbolized by “Ren the Fox Fairy” (f£ 4%) written in 781, chuangi 
entered the mature stage in terms of creative art. Chuangqi works, cir- 
culated in the form of single-story volumes, featured intriguing epi- 
sodes and plot twists and characters with unique attributes. Their length 
is much greater than Six Dynasties stories of the supernatural, the long- 
est of them comprising over 10,000 Chinese characters. Six stories in 
this collection belong to this period — “Ren the Fox Fairy”; “The Dragon 
King’s Daughter” ( #98¢4& ); “Prince Huo’s Daughter” ( #2) (& ); 
“Governor of the Southern Tributary State” (HFT A*¥ f#); “The Story 
of a Singsong Girl” ( ##f& ); and “The Spendthrift and the Alche- 
mist” ( 4 4% ). 

Chuangqi of this period focus on love, elaborating rich, refined and 
deep human emotions. The content, as exemplified by “Ren the Fox Fairy” 
and “The Dragon King’s Daughter”, deals with love between humans and 
ghosts or immortals. Pre-Tang stories of the supernatural, which advocate 
the existence of ghosts and deities and whose words are full of respect and 
awe of them, come close to religious mysteries, whereas in chuangi linger- 





ing, bitter-sweet love existing in reality is expressed via stories involving 
love between humans and ghosts or immortals. Tales such as “Governor 


of the Southern Tributary State” and “The Spendthrift and the Alchemist” 
seem to describe alchemy, sorceries, demons or evil spirits, but never con- 
tain descriptions of delivering people to the immortal world. “Governor of 
the Southern Tributary State” expresses eternal grief over a dreamlike life. 
No matter how wealthy and splendid one’s life, just like a dream, it must 
come to an end. Man is so insignificant before infinity. Such sentiment is 
lifelong, universal, philosophical and therefore has a tragic beauty. In “The 
Spendthrift and the Alchemist”, Du Zichun attends the elixir furnace for his 
benefactor. One condition for successful production of the elixir is that 
under no circumstances should he open his mouth to speak. Bent to the 
threat of death and torture in the nether world, he keeps his mouth shut. 
But when his dear son is thrown to his death, he yells out. Man is believed 
to have seven feelings. Du is able to suppress six human feelings — joy, 
anger, sadness, fear, hate and desire — but he cannot stifle the feeling of 
love. The message conveyed in this strange story is that love cannot be 
transcended. Stories that directly describe affairs of the heart, such as 
“Prince Huo’s Daughter” and “The Story of a Singsong Girl”, express 
love, particularly that of women, in an incisive and vivid manner, bringing 
out the nature of love — rich and pure, persistent and blind, elated and 
grief-stricken, sentimental and fragile. Hong Mai, a distinguished writer 
and scholar of the Song Dynasty (960-1279), said, “The affairs of the 
heart described in Tang Dynasty fiction, although minor, are extremely sad 
and moving. They could only come from a burst of inspiration, rather than 
through the author’s deliberation. Like poetry and music it is a wonder of 
the age.” 


The 70 years following the Dazhong reign (847-858) of Emperor 
Xuanzong, was a period of decline for chuangi. The number of single- 
story volumes reduced noticeably and themes became limited, mostly deal- 
ing with knights and chivalrous swordsmen, as in “The Kunlun Slave” (E& 
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4:41) and “The Man with the Curly Beard” ( 214% 4 ). Love stories 
were rare; even in the “Wushuang the Peerless” ( 7CXU& ), a story about 
life-and-death love, much attention is given to a generous chivalrous swords- 
man who plays a key role in one episode. In short, chuangi of this period 
distanced themselves from love themes. Furthermore, such stories were 
mastly included in collections of an author’s works. For instance, “The 
Kunlun Slave” was included in a collection entitled Chuangi. But by then 
such short story collections did not confine themselves to chuanqi, con- 
taining, as they did, notes and unofficial history-type material. Most short 
story collections followed the style of the Six Dynasties period. One repre- 
sentative work is the 20-volume. Youyang Miscellany:( {SHA¥AL ), con- 
taining 30 pieces, written in the style of the Records of Strange Things (18. 
4W7& ) by Zhang Hua of the Jin Dynasty (265-420). The writings are clas- 
sified into categories, all about secret things and strange anecdotes; the 
language used is more flowery than that of pre-Tang “fiction” but the de- 
scription is far more concise than in chuangi. They are more like true 
records. Duan Chengshi writes in his author’s preface that his book be- 
longs to “stories of the supernatural.” Obviously his writing was a retreat 
back to the times of the Six Dynasties. There was another type of Six 
Dynasties-style “fiction” that recorded miscellaneous things about people; 
such works include the Social Talk of the Great Tang ( K/##i# ), and 
Yinhua Miscellany (. iis ). The description in such writings is brief, 
and the language lacks the refinement of chuangi. They became a kind of 
non-official history. 


Chuangi were born of leisure and recreation; indeed, many of them 
originated directly from the casual chatting of literary men. According to 
Bai Xingjian, brother of the famous poet Bai Juyi and author of “Story of a 
Singsong Girl”, his great-grand uncle had been acquainted with Xing 
Yangsheng,; the hero of his story. He said, “My great-grand uncle once 








served as governor of Jinzhou. Later he was transferred to work in the 
Ministry of Revenue and then became an imperial inspector in charge of 
transport by water and land. During the period he served in those three 
posts, Xing was a colleague and 'so he knew well what had happened to 
him.” The story was handed down from the forefathers of the Bai clan. 
Later Bai Xingjian told the story to Li Gongzuo, a well-known story writer. 
Li was moved by it and asked him to write it down, hence the written form 
of “Story of a Singsong Girl.” Similarly, “Ren the Fox Fairy” had also been 
passed from mouth to mouth among the literati. Its author Shen Jiji said 
that in the second year of Emperor Dezong’s Jianzhong reign (781), he had 
traveled with a few high-ranking officials on his way to assume the official 
post of Left Reminder (an official whose duty was to provide advices or 
criticisms to the emperor) in Jinwu. They exchanged strange tales between 
themselves, but his story about Ren moved all listeners and they all asked 
him to write the story down. There are still a few more Tang-dynasty 
chuangi that were the results of casual talks of literati in their reception 
rooms or on their travels. So we may say that Tang-dynasty chuanqi is the 
salon literature of literati. Though woodblock printing was available in the 
Tang times, printing technology was still in its initial stage; it was costly 
and limited in capability. Such casual stories could not be easily printed. 
Therefore, chuangi circulated in the form of single-story handwritten vol- 
umes. The versions we see today are not the original Tang editions. They 
are selected from Taiping Miscellany (A*¥J~ i) collected and compiled 
during the Song Dynasty (960-1279) and other books of the Yuan and 
Ming dynasties. 5 

Though Tang Dynasty chuangi were regarded as literature of nobles, 
the social life and human feelings depicted in chuangi inevitably aroused 
people’s interest and sympathetic response. The love of the genre is proved 
by the frequency with which the tales were adapted to local operas and 
vernacular-language fiction by later generations. As early as in the Jin (1115- 
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1234) and Yuan dynasties, “Ren the Fox Fairy” was adapted into local 
operas entitled “Zheng Liu Encounters the Fox Fairy” (##7\38(lliic ). It 
was again adapted into zaju in the Qing Dynasty. This was even more the 
case with “The Dragon King’s Daughter”, which was dramatized under 
various titles during the Song, Yuan and Ming dynasties. “Prince Huo’s 
Daughter” was turned into “The Story of a Purple Hairpin” by the famous 
Ming dramatist Tang Xianzu. “Story of a Singsong Girl” was also adapted 
as zuju. It was mentioned in the “prologue” to “The Oil Vendor and the 
Courtesan,” which was included in the Stories to Awaken Men in the Ming 
Dynasty. “The Spendthrift and the Alchemist” was rewritten as a short 
story and included in Stories to Awaken Men. In short, Tang Dynasty chuangi 
became popular among ordinary folk and are known to all today through 
their adaptations in local operas and vernacular-form fiction. 


One of the jewels in the treasury of Chinese literature, Tang Dynasty 
chuangi drew the attention of Sinologists long ago. In the 1930s, 
Evangeline Dora Edwards, a British scholar, wrote Chinese Prose Litera- 
ture of T’ang Period, A.D. 618-906, which was published in Britain, 
1937-1938, by Arthur Probstein and reprinted by AMS in New York in 
1974. Appended to this critique are several English translations of Tang 
chuangi and each translation is preceded by an introduction. Among the 
Tang chuangi translated into foreign languages and published in a single 
volume was “The Fairies’ Cavern” by Zhang Zhuo (c. 660-740). This 
was translated into English by Howard S. Levy under the title The Dwell- 
ing of Playful Goddesses: China’s First Novelette, and was published by 
Dai Nippon Insatsu in Tokyo in 1965. The Japanese translation was con- 
tributed by Ogaeri Yosio and published by Tousybou in 1948. It was then 
translated again by Urusiya Mamatasirou and published by Iwanami-Syoten 
in 1949 and yet again by Yagi Sawamodo and published by Tokyo 
Meizisyoinn in Tokyo in 1967. 





Among the tales selected for this collection, The Spendthrift and the 
Alchemist was taken from Ancient Stories (\A./)\i.), and The White Mon- 
key from A Collection of Stories of the Tang and Song Dynasties (824% 
#34£ ) proofread and transcribed by Lu Xun. The remaining eight tales 
were all taken from Selected Stories of the Tang and Song Dynasties (E7 
#434) collated and punctuated by the late Zhang Youhe. All the stories in 
this collection were rendered into modern Chinese by Wang Zhongli. The 
English translations are those by the husband and wife team Yang Xianyi 
and Gladys Yang, first published by Foreign Languages Press in 1954, with 
a third edition in 1980, under the title The Dragon King’s Daughter — Ten 
Tang Dynasty Stories. 


Professor, Shi Changyu 
Literature Research Institute, 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 


Beijing, Autumn 2007 
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THE WHITE MONKEY 
Anonymous 


In the year 545, during the Liang Dynasty, the emperor sent gen- 
eral Lin Qin on an expedition to the south. He went as far as Guilin, 
and wiped out the rebel forces of Li Shigu and Chen Che. At the same 
time his lieutenant Ouyang He fought his way as far as Changle, con- 
queting all the cave-dwellers there and leading his army deep into dif- 
ficult terrain. 

Now Ouyang’s wife had a white skin and was very beautiful and 
delicate. 

“You should not have brought such a beautiful wife here,” his 
men told him. “There is a god in these parts who carries off young 
women, especially good-looking ones. You had better guard her 
carefully.” 

Ouyang took fright, That night he set guards around the house, 
and hid his wife in a closely guarded inner chamber with a dozen maid 
servants on watch. During the night a high wind sprang up and the sky 
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turned dark, but nothing untoward happened and shortly before dawn 
the exhausted guards dozed off. Suddenly, however, they were startled 
from their sleep to find that Ouyang’s wife had disappeared. The door 
was still locked, and no one knew how she had left. They started look- 
ing outside on the steep hillside, but a thick fog blotted out everything 
at one yard’s distance, making it impossible to continue the search. Then 
dawn came, but still they could find no trace of her. 

In great anger and grief Ouyang swore that he would not return 
alone. On pretext of sickness he stationed his troops there, and sent 
them out daily in all directions to search the valleys and heights for his 
wife. A month later, on a bush some thirty miles away, they found one 
of her embroidered shoes, soaked by rain but still recognizable. Over- 
come with grief, Ouyang intensified the search, taking thirty picked 
armed men with rations to scour the hills. After another ten days, they 
reached a place about seventy miles from their camp from where they 
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could see a green, tree-clad mountain to the south which towered above 
the other hills. When they came to the foot of this mountain, they 
found it surrounded by a deep stream, which they had to build a little 
bridge to cross. Between the precipices and emerald bamboos they 
caught glimpses of coloured dresses and heard the sound of women 
talking and laughing. When they pulled themselves up the cliffs by vines 
and ropes, they found green trees planted in avenues with rare flowers 
between them, and a verdant meadow fresh and soft as a carpet. It 
was a quiet, secluded, unearthly retreat. There was a gate to the east, 
hewn in the rock, through which several dozen women in bright new 
dresses and shawls could be seen passing — singing and laughing as 
they went. When they saw the strangers, they stopped to stare. And 
when the men went up to them, the women asked what had brought 
them there. 

After Ouyang had told them, the women looked at each other 
and sighed. “Your wife has been here over a month,” they said. “Just 
now she is ill in bed. You may go and see her.” Passing through a 
wooden door in the stone gate, Ouyang saw three spacious enclosures 
where couches strewn with silk cushions had been placed by the walls. 
His wife was lying on a bed spread with matting and rugs, with rich 
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food placed before her. At Ouyang’s approach she turned and saw 
him, but signed to him to leave. “Some of us have been here for ten 
years already,” the other women told him, “while your wife has only 
just arrived. This is where the monster lives. He is a man-killer, a match 
for even a hundred warriors. You had better slip away before he comes 
back. If you will let us have forty gallons of potent wine, ten dogs for 
him to eat, and several dozen catties of hemp, we shall be able to kill 
him. Come at noon, not earlier, ten days from now.” They urged him 
to leave quickly, and Ouyang did so. . 

He was back again on the appointed day bringing with him the 
sttong liquor, hemp and dogs. “The monster is a great drinker,” the 
women told him, “and likes to drink himself silly. When he is drunk he 
always wants to test his strength, and tells us to fasten his arms and legs 
with silken ropes as he lies on the couch. Then he frees himself with 
one leap. But once we twisted three ropes together, and he couldn’t 
break them. Now if we twist hemp inside the silk, we are sure he will 
never be able to snap it. His whole body is like iron, but he invariably 
protected those few inches under his navel; this must be his vulnerable 
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spot.” Then, pointing to a nearby precipice, they said, “That is where 
he stores his food. You can conceal yourselves there. Keep quiet and 
wait. Put the wine by the flowers and the dogs in the forest. If our plan 
wotks we shall call you.” Ouyang and his men did as they were told, 
and waited with bated breath. 

Late in the afternoon, something like a streamer of white silk flew 
down from the top of a distant hill straight into the cave, and in a litle 
while a six-foot man with a fine beard came out. Dressed in white, 
with a stick in his hand, he was attended by the women. He gave a start 
at the sight of the dogs, then leapt at them, seized them and tore them 
limb from limb, eating greedily until he was sated. The women offered 
him drinks in jade cups, and together they joked and laughed gaily. 
After he had drunk several pints of wine, the women helped him in, 
and sounds of fun and merriment could be heard. 

After a long time, the women came out to summon the men, 
who went in cartying their weapons. They saw a huge white monkey 
fastened by its four paws on the couch. At the sight of the men it 
recoiled and struggled in vain to release itself, and its furious eyes flick- 
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ered like lightning. Ouyang and his men fell on it, only to find its body 
was like iron or stone. But when they stabbed at its belly under the 
navel, their swords sank in and red blood spurted out. The white mon- 
key gave a long sigh and said to Ouyang, “This must be the will of 
heaven — for otherwise you would not have been able to kill me. 
Your wife has conceived. Don’t kill the child born to her, for he will 
grow up to serve a great monatch and your family will prosper.” With 
these words he died. 

They searched through his possessions, and found stores of pre- 
cious things as well as an abundance of rare food on the tables. Every 
treasure known to man was thete, including several gallons of rare 
scents and a pair of finely wrought swords. The thirty-odd women 
were all exquisite beauties, some of whom had been there for ten 
years. They said that when women grew old they were taken away, to 
what fate no one knew. The white monkey was the only one to enjoy 
these women, for he had no followers. 

Every morning the monkey would wash and put on a hat, a white 
collar and a white silk dress, wearing the same in winter and summer 
alike. He had white fur several inches long. When he stayed at home he 
would read wooden tablets inscribed with hieroglyphics which no one 
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else could decipher; and after he had finished reading he would put the 
tablets under a stone step. On a clear day he might practise sword play, 
and then the two swords would encircle him like flashes of lightning 
making a moon-like halo round him. He ate all manner of things, par- 
ticularly nuts, and was also very partial to dogs, whose blood he loved 
to drink. At noon he would fly off to travel thousands of miles in half 
a day, coming back at night. Such was his custom. 

Whenever something caught his fancy, he would not rest till it was 
his. At night he forwent sleep to gambol through all the beds, enjoying 
the women in turn. He could chatter away and discourse eloquently 
too, despite his simian form. 

One early autumn day that year when leaves were beginning to 
fall, the white monkey had seemed in low spirits and said, “I have been 
accused by the mountain deities and condemned to death. But if I 
solicit the aid of other spirits, perhaps I shall escape.” Just after the full 
moon, a fire sprang up under the stone step and bumed his tablets. “I 
have lived a thousand years but never had a child,” he said despondently. 
“Now this woman is with child, it means my death is near.” Running 
his eyes over the women, he wept for a while. “This mountain is se- 


. cluded and steep, and no man has set foot here before,” he went on. 
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“Looking down from the peaks I have seen packs of wolves with 
tigers and other wild beasts at the foot of the mountain, while not even 
a woodcutter has appeared on the heights. If it were not the will of 
heaven, how could men have come here?” 

Ouyang then went back taking the jade, precious stones and beau- 
tiful treasures as well as all the women, some of whom were able to 
find their own homes. In a year’s time Ouyang’s wife gave birth to a 
son, and the child took after the monkey. Later Ouyang was condemned 
to death by Emperor Wu of the Chen Dynasty. But an old friend of 
his, Jiang Zong, was partial to Ouyang’s son on account of his out- 
standing intelligence and took him into his house. Thus the boy escaped 
death. He grew up to become a good writer and calligrapher and a 
well-known figure in his time. 
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REN THE FOX FAIRY 
Shen Jifi 


Wei Yin, ninth son of the daughter of the Prince of Xinan, was a 
somewhat wild young lord and a heavy drinker. His cousin’s husband, 
Zheng, whose personal name is not known but who was the sixth child 
of his family, had studied the military arts and was also fond of drink- 
ing and women. Since he was poor and had no home of his own, he 
lived with his wife’s family. Zheng and Wei became inseparable. In the 
sixth month of the ninth year of the Tian Bao period (750 A.D.), they 
were walking together through the capital on their way to a drinking 
party in the Xinchang quarter, when Zheng, who had some private 
business, left Wei south of the Xuanping quarter, saying he would join 
him later at the feast. Then Wei headed east on his white horse, while 
Zheng rode south on his donkey through the north gate of the Shengping 
quarter, 

On the road Zheng came upon three girls, one of whom, dressed 
in a white gown, was exceeding lovely. Pleasantly surprised, he whipped 
up his donkey to circle round them, but lacked the courage to accost 
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them. Since the girl in white kept glancing at him in what seemed an- 


encouraging way, he asked jokingly: 

“Why should such beautiful girls as you travel on foot?” 

The girl in white countered with a smile: “If men with mounts 
aren’t polite enough to offer us a lift, what else can we do?” 

“My poor donkey is not good enough for such lovely ladies as 
you,” protested Zheng. “But it is at your disposal, and I shall be glad to 
follow you on foot.” 

He and the girl looked at each other and laughed, and with her 
two maids teasing them they were soon on familiar terms. He went 
east with these young women to Loyuan Park, and dusk has fallen by 
the time they reached a magnificent mansion with massive walls and an 
imposing gate. The girl in white went in, calling back over her shoulder, 
“Wait alittle!” One of her maids stayed at the gate and asked Zheng his 
name. Having told her, he enquired the name of the girl and learned 
that her surname was Ren and that she was the twentieth child in the 
family. 

Presently Zheng was invited in. He had just tethered his donkey at 
the gate and placed his hat on the saddle, when the girl’s sister — a 
woman of thirty or thereabouts — came out to greet him. Candles 
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were set out, the table spread, and they had drunk several cups of wine 
when the girl, who had changed her dress, joined them. Then they 
drank a great deal and made merry, and late at night they went to bed 
together. Her coquetry and charm, the way she sang and laughed and 
moved — it was all exquisite and something out of this world. Just 
before dawn Ren said, “You had better go now. My brother is a mem- 
ber of the royal conservatory of music and serves in the royal guards. 
He will be home at daybreak and he mustn’t see you.” Having ar- 
ranged to come again, Zheng left. 

When he reached the end of the street, the gate of that quarter 
was still bolted. But there was a foreign bread shop there where a light 
was burning and the stove had been lit. Sitting under the awning, wait- 
ing for the moming drum, Zheng began chatting with the shopkeeper. 
Pointing to where he had spent the night, he asked, “When you turn 
east from heré you come to a big gate — whose house is that?” 

“T?’s all in ruins,” said the shopkeeper. “There’s no house left.” 

“But I was there,” insisted Zheng. “How can you say there is no 
house?” 

The shopkeeper understood in a flash what had happened. “Ah, 
now I see it!” he exclaimed. “There’s a fox fairy there, who often tempts 
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men to spend the night with her. She has been seen three times. So you 
met her too, did you?” 

Ashamed to admit the truth, Zheng denied this. When it was light 
he looked at the place again, and found the walls and the gate still there, 
but only waste land and a deserted garden behind. 

After reaching home he was blamed by Wei for not joining him 
the previous day; but instead of telling the truth, Zheng made up an 
excuse. He was still bewitched by the fairy’s beauty, however, and longed 
to see her again, unable to drive her image from his heart. About a 
fortnight later, in a clothes shop in the West Market, he once more 
came upon her accompanied by her maids. When he called out to her, 
she tried to slip into the crowd to avoid him; but he called her name 
repeatedly and pushed forward. Then, with her back to him, and her 
fan behind her, she said: F 

“You know who I am. Why do you follow me?” 

“What if I do?”asked Zheng, 

“T feel ashamed to face you,” she replied. 


Airey xo-j ey) UCL 


a 
H 
= 
) 
Bal 
2 
= 
= 
a 
m 








-r 





aah area 





(mx) 


MMA. "MFA: “HME, BAP” MA. “RE 
th, BAZREN.” MFRE, ABH. ERUAREM, 
HEMI), ABFA: “AMR KA, AARWE, 
FE. ” BFBZSBK. WA: “NASH, HARBSH, 
Sh, HRGAR. RMR. HARLE, BAAUSIH 
Hh.” BAS HRMIL. HERA: “WTA, AB Poe, 
see, TRUE. WHARF SH, RASH, 1B 
ZBAPORRSHB, TUB. ” —BM SARA 
WB, [te, SERML. —MFMRWKS, WRB 


[oz] 


SRF, MAME SMIRSD? ” EK: ‘RMERMAMA, 
RABSHARRERM, ” HRRBRRE, TAEK RD, 
ERRAMLAT, ROY, SRPRR-AMEM, ERA 
MAB: “APMRREMERMAF LEER, RAMMARA 
BRET, RERHARDEMD, " HARRERSHRERB 
tH, ERB: “MAN, SHRANK, RAAB 
A, RBASHEA, RHRARH, WREAKMA, ABE 
RAMA D, BROET. ” RROEKRARR-—AMFS 
Bt. HER: “MRERKA, H-RER, RAWAM 
Ro MLA MR, +H, TABFRER, WHKARPE 
Uh, BRRGZOREMMA, AKSFHRHC? BEA 
SER, MTARRRA, ” RM, HAG RRIP HEM, = 
RRB EZ HRT MRA ARR, 

AARRERMER, AHNPFARHRRELOE, $20 


“I love you so much, how could you leave me?” he protested. 

“{ don’t want to leave you, I am only afraid you may hate me.” 

When Zheng swore that he still loved her and became more insis- 
tent in his request, the girl turned round and let fall the fan, appearing as 
dazzlingly beautiful as ever. 

“There are many fox fairies about,” she told the young man. “Tt’s 
just that you don't know them for what they are. You needn’t think it 
strange.” , 

Zheng begged her to come back to him and she said, “Fox fairies 
have a bad name because they often harm men; but that is not my way. 
If I have not lost your favour, I would like to serve you all my life.” 
Asked where they could live, she suggested, “East of here you'll come 
to a house with a big tree towering above its roof. It’s in a quiet part of 
town — why not rent it? The other day when I first met you south of 
the Xuanping quarter, another gentleman rode off a white horse to- 
wards the east. Wasn’t he your brother-in-law? There’s a lot of furni- 
ture in his house you can borrow.” 

It so happened, indeed, that Wei’s uncles, absent on official duty, 
and stored away their furniture with him. Acting on Ren’s advice, Zheng 
went to Wei and asked to borrow it. Asked the reason, he said, “I have 
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just got a beautiful mistress and rented a house for her. I want to bor- 
row the furniture for her use.” 

“A Beauty, indeed!” retorted Wei with a laugh, “Judging by your 
own looks, you must have found some monstrosity!” 

None the less his friend lent him curtains, bed and bedding, dis- 

patching intelligent servant with him to have a look at the gitl. Presently 
the servant ran back, out of breath and sweating, “Well?” asked Wei, 
stepping forward, “Have you seen her? What's she like?” 

“Marvellous! I’ve never seen anyone so lovely!” 


Wei, who had many relations and had seen many beauties in the 
course of his numerous adventures, asked whether Zheng’s mistress 


was a match for one of these. 
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“No compatison!” exclaimed the servant. Wei mentioned four or 
five other names, but still received a negative reply. His sister-in-law, 
sixth daughter of the Prince of Wu, was a peerless beauty, as lovely as 
a fairy. “How does she compare with the sixth daughter of the Prince 
of Wu?” he asked. 

But again his man declared that there was no comparison. 

“Js that possible?” Wei exclaimed, clasping his hands in amazement. 
Then he hastily asked for water to wash his neck, put on a new cap, 
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rouged his lips and went to call on Zheng. 

It happened that Zheng was out and Wei, entering, found a young 
servant sweeping and a maid at the door, but no one else. He ques- 
tioned the boy, who told him with a laugh that there was no one at 
home. But making a seatch of the rooms, Wei saw a red skirt behind a 
door and going closer discovered the Ren hiding there. Dragged out 
from the dark comer, she was even more beautiful than he had been 
told. Mad with passion, he took her in his arms to assault her, only to 
meet with resistance. He pressed her hard, until she said,“You shall 
have your way, but first let me recover my breath.” However, when 
Wei came on again she resisted again as before. This happened three or 
four times. Finally Wei held her down with all his strength and the girl, 
exhausted and drenched with perspiration, knew she could hardly escape. 
Limp and inert, she gave him a heart-rending look. 

. “Why ate you so sad?” he asked. 
With a long sigh, she answered, “I pity Zheng with all my heart.” 
“What do you mean?” he demanded. 
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“He’s over six feet tall but has failed to protect a woman — how 
can he call himself a man? You are young.and rich, and have many 
beautiful mistresses. You have seen many like me. But Zheng is a poor 
man, and I am the only woman he loves. How can you rob him of his 
only love while you have so many? Because he is poor, he has to be 
dependent on others. He wears your clothes, eats your food, and so he 
is in your power. If he could support himself, we shouldn’t have come 
to this.” : 

At this, Wei, a gallant man with a sense of justice, desisted, com- 
posed himself and apologized. Then Zheng came back and they ex- 
changed cordial greetings. And thenceforward Wei looked after all their 
needs. 

Ren often met Wei and went out with him on foot or by carriage. 
He spent almost every day with her until they became the best of friends, 
taking great delight in each other’s company. And because she was 
everything to him except his mistress, he loved and respected her and 
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grudged her nothing. Even eating and drinking he could not forget her. 
Knowing Wei’s love for her, Ren said to him one day: “I’m ashamed to 
accept such favours from you. I don’t deserve such kindness. And, I 
cannot betray Zheng to do as you desire. I was born in Shaanxi and 
brought up in the capital. My family are theatre people, and since all the 
women in it are the mistresses and concubines of rich men, they know 
every single courtesan in the capital. If you see some beautiful girl and 
cannot have her, I would like to get her for you to repay your kindness.” 
Wei accepted her offer. 

A dress-maker named Zhang in the market place took Wei’s fancy 
with her clear complexion and fine figure. He asked Ren if she knew 
her, and she answered, “She is my cousin. I can get her easily.” After 
about ten days, she brought this woman to him. A few months later, 
when Wei was tired of Zhang, Ren said, “Market girls are easy game. 
Try to think of someone most charming but hardly attainable, and I 
shall do my best for you.” 

“The other day at the Han Shi Festival,” said Wei, “I went to Qianfu 
Temple with some friends when General Diao had brought his musi- 
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cians to play in the hall. One of them was a reed-organ player, a gitl of 
about sixteen with two locks of hair over her ears. She was charming 
— quite lovely! Do you know her?” 

“She’s the general’s favourite,” answered Ren.“Her mother is my 
sister. I'll see what I can do.” 

Wei bowed to her, and Ren promised him her help. She became a 
frequent visitor at the general’s house. After a whole month had passed, 
Wei utged her to make haste and enquired what her plan was. She 
asked him for two bolts of silk to use as a bribe, and these he gave to 
her. Two days later, he was having a meal with Ren when the general 
sent his steward with a black horse to beg her to go to his house. 
Hearing this summons, Ren smiled at Wei and said, “It is done!” It 
seemed that she had made the favourite fall ill with a disease which 
medicine was powerless to cure. At their wits’ end, the girl’s mother 
and the general had consulted a witch doctor; but Ren had shown this 
witch doctor her house and bribed her to say that the sick girl must be 
removed there. 

Accordingly the witch doctor told the general, “The girl must not 
stay at home but should go and live in that house in the southeast, to 
imbibe the life-giving influences there.” When they made inquiries and 
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found it was Ren’s house the general asked her to let the girl lodge 
there. At first Ren declined, saying her house was too small, and only 
after repeated requests did she give her consent. Then the general sent 
the girl in a carriage with clothing and trinkets, accompanied by her 
mother, to Ren’s house. As soon as she arrived, she was cured, Within 
a few days, Ren secretly introduced Wei to her, and a month later she 
was with child. But then her mother took fright, and carried her back 
hastily to the general; so this was the end of that affair. 

One day Ren asked Zheng, “Can you lay your hands on five or six 
thousand coins? If so, I promise to make a profit for you.” 

When he had raised a loan of six thousand coins, she told him, 
“Go to the horse-dealers in the market. You will find a horse with a 
spot on its rump — buy it and take it home.” , 

Zheng went to the market where he saw a man trying to sell a 
horse which, sure enough, had a black mark on it’s rump. Accordingly 
he bought it and led it home. His brothers-in-law scoffed, “Nobody 
wants a hack like that. What did you buy such a crock for?” 

Soon after that, Ren told him: “The time has come to sell the 
hotse. You should get thirty thousand for it’"Then Zheng took the 
horse to the market, and was offered twenty thousand but refused to 
sell. 
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All the folk in the market marvelled: “Why does the one offer 
such a price? Why does the other refuse to sell?” 

When Zheng started to ride away, the would-be purchaser fol- 
lowed him to the gate and raised his offer to twenty-five thousand, but 
still Zheng would not sell. “Nothing doing under thirty thousand,” he 
declared. Then, however, his brothers-in-law gathered round and pes- 
tered him into selling at just under thirty thousand. 

Later he found out the reason for the buyer's insistence: This man 
was the groom of Zhaoying County, and one of his horses which had 
a black mark on its rump had died three years before. This fellow was 
to be discharged soon, and was due to be paid sixty thousand for 
keeping the horses. If he could buy'a horse for half that sum and hand 
it over to the government, he would still be the gainer. He would be 
paid for three years’ fodder which had never been consumed. That 
was why he had insisted on buying. 

Once Ren asked Wei for some new dresses, as her old gowns 
were all worn out. He wanted to buy silk for her, but she declined, 
saying she preferred ready-made clothes. Wei commissioned a shop- 
keeper named Zhang to get them, sending him to Ren to find out just 
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what she wanted. When the shopkeeper saw her, he was so astonished 
that later he said to Wei, “That is no common woman, she must be 
from some noble house. It isn’t right for you to keep her. I hope you 
will return her to her family soon, to avoid trouble.” This shows how 
striking her appearance was. 

However, they could not understand why she insisted on buying 
ready-made dresses instead of having them made to measure. 

A year later Zheng was appointed a captain of Huaili Prefecture, 
with his headquarters at Jincheng. Now since Zheng had a wife, though 
he spent the day with his mistress he had to go home to sleep at night, 
and he missed Ren. So when he was going to his post he asked her to 
accompany him; but she refused. 

“We should only be together for a month or two,” she said. “It 
seems hardly worth it. It would be better to work out how much I 
shall need to spend while you're away, and let me wait at home till you 
come back.” Although Zheng pleaded with her, she was adamant. Then 
Zheng asked Wei for a loan, and Wei came to persuade her too and to 
ask her the reason. After some little hesitation she answered, “A witch 
told me it would be unlucky for me to go west this year. That’s why I 
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want to stay here.” 

But Zheng was so eager for her to go, he could think of nothing 
else. Both men laughed at her and demanded, “How can an intelligent 
gitl like you be so supetstitious?” They reasoned with her. 

“If what the witch said was true,” said Ren, “and I die because I 
go with you, won’t you be sorry?” 

“Nonsense!” declared the two men, and insisted again. Finally they 
persuaded her against her will. 

Wei lent her his horse, and saw them off at Lingao. The next day 
they reached Mawei. Ren was riding ahead on the horse with Zheng 
behind on his donkey, followed by her maid and other attendants. The 
gamekeepers outside the West Gate had been training their hounds at 
Lochuan for some ten days, and just as Ren was passing the hounds 
leaped out from the bushes. Then Zheng saw his mistress drop to the 
gtound, turn into a fox and fly southwards with the pack in hot pursuit. 
He ran forward and yelled at the hounds, but could not restrain them; 
and after running a few hundred yards she was caught. Shedding tears, 
Zheng took money from his pocket to buy back the carcass, which 
was then buried with a pointed stick stuck into the ground to mark the 
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place. When he looked back, her horse was cropping grass by the 
roadside, her clothes were lying on the saddle, while her shoes and 
stockings were hanging on the stirrups like the skin shed by a cicada. 
Her trinkets had dropped to the ground, but everything else belonging 
to her had vanished, including her maid. 

About ten days later Zheng returned to the capital. Wei was de- 
lighted to see him, and coming forward to greet him asked, “Is Ren 
well?” 

With tears, Zheng replied, “She is dead!” 

Wei was stricken with grief at this news. They embraced each 
other, and mourned bitterly, then Wei asked what sudden illness had 
carried her off. 

“She was killed by hounds.” answered Zheng. 

“Even fierce hounds cannot kill men,” protested Wei. 

“But she was no human being.” 

When Wei cried out in amazement, his friend told him the whole 
story. He could only marvel and heave sigh after sigh. The next day 
they went together by carriage to Mawei, and after opening the grave 
to look at the carcass returned prostrated with grief. When they thought 
back over her behaviour, the only unusual habit they could recall was 
that she would never have her clothes made to measure. 

Later Zheng became the inspector of the royal stable and a very 
wealthy man, keeping a stable of some dozen horses. He died at the 
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age of sixty-five. 

During the Da Li period (766-779), I was staying at Zhongling 
and spent much time with Wei, who told me this story over and over 
again until I knew it inside out. Later Wei became a chancellor of the 
imperial court and concurrently Prefect of Longzhou, finally dying at 
his post in the northwest. 

It is sad to think that a beast assuming human form should resist 
violation and remain chaste and faithful to her lord till death, while few 
women nowadays ate equal to this! And what a pity that Zheng was 
not more intelligent. He simply appreciated her appearance without 
studying her nature. A really wise man would have probed the laws of 
change, investigated the nature of supernatural beings, and with his 
skilful pen recorded the gist of the mystery, instead of simply content- 
ing himself with the enjoyment of her grace and charm. This is most 
unfortunate! 

In the second year of the Jian Zhong period (781), when I was 
Left Advisor, I left for Suzhou at the same time that General Bei Qi, 
Junior City Magistrate Sun Cheng, Minister Cui Xu of the Civil Affairs 
Ministry, and Right Advisor Lu Chun were setting out to the Changjiang 
Valley. We travelled together from the province of Shaanxi to Suzhou 
by land and along the waterways. With us too was ex-Advisor Zhu 
Fang, who was on a tour. As we floated down the Ying and Huai 
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Rivers in our boat, feasting by day and conversing at night, each of us 
told of some strange happenings. When these gentlemen heard the 
story of Ren, they were deeply moved and greatly astonished; and 
because they asked me to record this strange tale, I have written this 


narrative. 
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THE DRAGON KING’S DAUGHTER 
Li Zhaowei 


During the Yi Feng period (676-678), a scholar named Liu Yi 
failed in the official examination and, as he was returning to the Xiang 
River Valley, decided to go and take his leave of a fellow provincial 
who was staying at Jingyang, He had ridden about two miles, when a 
bird flying up from the ground startled his horse and made it bolt and 
it had galloped two miles before he could stop it. Then he caught sight 
of a git! herding sheep by the roadside. She was amazingly beautiful 
but her finely arched eyebrows were knit, her clothes were soiled, and 
she was standing there listening intently, as if awaiting someone’s arrival. 

“What has brought you to such a wretched state?” Liu asked. 

‘The girl first expressed her gratitude with a smile; then, unable to 
restrain her teats, replied, “Unhappy creature that I am! Since you ask 
me the reason, how can I hide the deep resentment I feel? Listen then! 
IT am the youngest daughter of the dragon king of Dongting Lake. My 
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parents married me to the second son of the dragon king of Jing 
River; but my husband, devoted to pleasure and Jed astray by his 
attendants, treated me more unkindly every day. I complained to his 
parents, but they were too fond of their son to take my part. When I 
persisted in complaining, they grew angry and banished me here.” Hav- 
ing said this, she broke down and sobbed. 

“Dongting Lake is so far away,” she went on. “It lies beyond the 
distant horizon, and I can get no word to my family. My heart is break- 
ing and my eyes are won out with watching, but there is no one to 
know my grief or pity me. Since you are going south and will pass near 
the lake, may I trouble you to take a letter?” 

“J have a sense of justice,” answered Liu, “and your story makes 
my blood boil. I only wish I had wings to fly there — why talk of 
trouble? But the lake is very deep, and I can only walk on land. How 
am I to convey your message? I fear I may be unable to get through, 
proving unworthy of your trust and failing in my own sincere wish to 
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help you. Can you tell me how to make the journey?” 

“I cannot say how I appreciate your kindness,” said the girl, shed- 
ding tears. “If ever I receive a reply, I shall repay you even if it costs my 
life. Before you promised to help me, I dared not tell you how to teach 
my parents; but actually, to go to the lake is no harder than going to the 


capital.” 


Asked for directions, she told him, “South of the lake stands a big 
orange tree which is the sacred tree of the village. Take off this belt, 
put on another, and knock on the trunk three times. Someone will 
come to your call, and if you follow him you will have no difficulty. I 
have opened my heart to you besides trusting you with my letter. Please 
tell my patents what you have heard. On no account fail me!” 

Liu promised to do as she said. Then the girl took a letter from 
her pocket and handed it to him with a bow, all the while looking 
eastwards and weeping in a way that touched his heart. 

When he had put the letter in his wallet, he enquired, “May I ask 
why you herd sheep? Do deities also eat cattle?” 
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“No,” she answered. “These are not sheep, but rain-bringers.” 

“Whatare they?” - 

“Thunder, lightning, and the like.” 

Liu looked at the sheep closely, and saw that they moved proudly 
with heads held high. They cropped the grass differently too, although 
they were the same size as ordinary sheep and had the same woll and 
horns. 

“Now that I am going to act as your messenger,” he said, “I hope 
in future, when you get back to the lake, you won’t refuse to see me.” 

“Certainly not!” she exclaimed. “1 shall treat you as a deat relative.” 

Then they bid each other goodbye, and he started east. After a 
few dozen yards he looked back, but both the girl and the sheep had 
disappeared. 

That evening he teached the county town and said goodbye to his 


friend. It took him over a month to get home, and he went without | 


delay to Dongting Lake, He found the orange tree south of the lake, 
changed his belt, faced the tree and knocked three times. A warrior 
came out of the water, and bowed to him, “Why have you come here, 
honourable sit?” he asked. 

Without telling him the story, Liu simply answered, “To see your 
king.” 

‘The warrior parted the waves and pointed the way, saying to Liu 
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as he led him down, “Close your eyes. We will be there in no time.” 

Liu did as he was told, and soon they reached a great palace where 
he saw clustered towers and pavilions, milions of gates and arches, and 
all the rare plants and trees of the world. The warrior asked him to 
wait at the corner of a great hall. 

“What place is this?” asked Liu. 

“The Palace of the Divine Void.” 

Looking round, Liu saw that this palace was filled with every pre- 
cious objects known to men. The pillars were of white jade, the steps 
of jasper; the couches were of coral, the screens of crystal. The emer- 
ald lintels were set with cut glass, while the rainbow-coloured beams 
were inlaid with amber. And the whole created an impression of strange 
beauty and unfathomable depth which defied desctiption. 

‘The dragon king was a long time in coming, and Liu asked the 
warrior, “Where is the Lord of Dongting?” : 

“His Majesty is in the Dark Pearl Pavilion,” was the reply. “He is 
discussing the Fire Canon with the Sun Priest, but will have finished 
soon? 

“What is the Fire Canon?” Liu wanted to know. 

“Our king is a dragon,” was the reply, “so water is his element, 
and with one drop of water he can flood mountains and valleys. The 
ptiest is a man, so fire is his element, and with one torch he can burn a 
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whole palace. Since the properties of the elements differ, they have 
different effects. As the Sun Priest is expert in the laws of men, our 
king has asked him over for a talk.” 

He had barely finished speaking when the palace gate opened, a 
mist seemed to gather and there appeared a man in purple holding a 
jasper sceptre. The warrior leaped to attention, crying, “This is our 
king.” Then he went forward to report Liu’s arrival. 

The dragon king looked at Liu and asked, “Are you not of the 
world of men?” 

Liu replied that he was, and bowed. The king greeted him in re- 
turn and asked him to be seated. 

“Our watery kingdom is dark and deep, and I am ignorant,” said 
the dragon king, “ What has brought you, sir, from such a distance?” 

““T am of the same district as Your Majesty,” replied Liu. “I was 
born in the south, but have studied in the northwest. Not long ago, 
after failing in the examination, I was riding by the Jing River when I 
came upon your daughter herding sheep in the open country. Exposed 
to wind and rain, she was a pitiful sight. When questioned, she told me 
she had come to such a pass because of het husband’s unkindness and 
his parents’ neglect. I assure you, her tears as she spoke went to my 
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heart. Then she entrusted this letter to me and I promised to deliver it. 
"That is why I am here.” He took out the letter and passed it to the king. 

After reading the missive, the king covered up his face and wept. 
“Though I am her old father,” he lamented, “I have been like a man 
blind and deaf, unaware that my child was suffering far away, while 
you, a stranger, came to her rescue. As long as I live, I shall never forget 
your kindness.” He gave way to weeping, and all the attendants shed 
eas : 

Presently a palace eunuch approached the king, who handed him 
the letter with orders to tell the women in the inner palace. Soon wail- 
ing was heard from within and in alarm the king bade his attendants, 
“Quickly tell the women not to make so much noise, or the Prince of 
Qiantang may hear them!” 

“Who is this prince?” asked Liu. 

“My younger brother,” said the dragon king, “He used to be the 
Prince of Qiantang River, but has now retired.” 

“Why must you keep it from him?” 

“Because he is overbold,” was the reply. “The nine years of flood 
in the time of the ancient sage King Yao was due to one of his rages. 
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a 
Not long ago he quarrelled with the angels in heaven and flooded the Z 
five mountains. Thanks to a few good deeds I had to my credit, the g 
heavenly emperor patdoned him; but he has to be kept here. The people é 
of Qiantang are waiting still for his return.” | 3 
. He had scarcely finished when there came a great crash, as if both a 
heaven and earth have been torn asunder. The palace shook and mist 
seethed as in burst a crimson dragon more than a thousand feet long, | 
dragging after it a jade pillar to which its neck had been fastened by a 
gold chain. Its eyes were bright as lightning, its tongue red as blood, 
and it had scarlet scales and a fiery mane. Thunder crashed and light- 
ning flashed around it, then snow and hail fell thick and fast, after which 
it soared up into the azure sky. 

Panic-stricken, Liu had fallen to the ground. But now the king 
himself helped him up, urging, “Have no fear! All is well.” 

After a long time, Liu recovered a little. And when calm enough 
he asked leave to withdraw. “I had better go while I can,” he explained. 
“T couldn’t survive another experience like that.” 

“There’s no need to leave,” said the king, “That’s the way my 
brother goes, but he won’t come back that way. Do stay a little longer.” 
He called for wine, and they drank to pledge their friendship. 
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Then a soft breeze sprang up, wafting over auspicious clouds. 
Amid flying pennons and flags and the sound of flutes and pipes, in 
came thousands of brightly dressed, laughing and chattering girls. 
Among them was one girl with beautiful, arched eyebrows who was 
wearing bright jewels and a gown of the finest gauze. When she drew 
near, Liu saw that she was the girl who had given him the message. 
Now she was shedding tears of joy, as she moved through a fragrant 
red and purple mist to the inner palace. 

The king said with a laugh to Liu, “Here comes the prisoner from 
the Jing River!” He excused himself and went inside, and from the 
inner palace happy weeping was heard. Then the king came out again 
and feasted with Liu. 

Presently a man in purple strode up to stand by the king. He was 
holding a jasper sceptre and looked vigorous and full of spirit. The 
king introduced him as the Prince of Qiantang. 

Liu stood up to bow, and the prince bowed in return. “My un- 
happy niece was insulted by that young blackguard,” he said. “It was 
good of you, sir, with your strong sense of justice, to carry the news 
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of her wrongs so far. If not for you, she would have pined away by 
the Jing River. No words can express our gratitude.” 

Liu bowed and thanked him. Then the prince told his brother, “I 
reached the river in one hour, fought there for another hour, and took 
another hour to come back. On my return journey I flew to high heaven 
to report to the heavenly emperor; and when he knew the injustice 
done he pardoned me. In fact, he pardoned my past faults as well. But 
Tam thoroughly ashamed that in my indignation I did not stop to say 
goodbye, upsetting the whole palace and alarming our honourable guest.” 
He bowed again. 

“How many did you kill?” asked the king. 

“Six hundred thousand.” 

“Did you destroy any fields?” 

“About three hundred miles.” 

“Where is that scoundrel, her husband?” 

“J ate him.” : 

The king looked pained. 

“Of course that young blackguard was insufferable,” he said. “Still, 
that was going rather far. It is lucky that the heavenly emperor is omni- 
scient and pardoned you because such a great injustice had been done. 
Otherwise what could I have said in your defence? Don’t ever do that 
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again!” The prince bowed once more. 

‘That evening Liu was lodged in the Hall of Frozen Light, and the 
next day another feast was given at the Emerald Palace. All the royal 
family gathered there, music was played, and wine and delicacies were 
served. Then bugles, horns and drums sounded as ten thousand war- 
tiors danced with flags, swords and halberds on the right-hand side, 
while one came forward to announce that this was the triumphal march 
of the Prince of Qiantang, This spectacular and awe-inspiring display 
impressed all who saw it. 

Then to an accompaniment of gongs and cymbals, stringed and 

. bamboo instruments, a thousand girls dressed in bright silks and decked 
with jewels danced on the left-hand side, while one came forward to 
announce that this music was to celebrate the return of the princess. 
The melodies were poignant and sweet, breathing such grief and long- 
ing that all who heard were moved to tears. When the two dances were 
over, the dragon king in high good humour made the dancers presents 
of silk. Then the guests sat down together to feast, and drank to their 
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hearts’ content. 


Wide the earth and grey the sky, 
Who can hear a distant cry? 

The fox kes snugly in bis lair, 

But thunderbolts can reach him there. 
A. true man, who upholds the right, 
Restored my daughter to my sight. 
Such service how can we requite? 


After the king’s song ended, the prince made a bow and sang: 


Life and death are fixed by fat 
Our princess found a worthless mate. 
By River Jing she had to go, 

In wind and frost, in rain and snow. 
This gentleman her letter bore, 
Then we restored her to shis shore. 
This well remember evermore! 
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After this song, the king and prince stood up and each presented 
acup to Liu, who hesitated bashfully before accepting, then quaffed 
off the wine, returned the cups and sang: 

Like a blossom in the rain, 

The princess longed for home in vain, 

I brought back tidings of her plight, 
And all ber wrongs were soon set right, 
Now we feast, but soon must part, 
For home again I needs must start. 
Bitter longing fills my heart! 


This song of his was greeted by loud applause. 
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The king brought out a jasper casket of rhinoceros horn which 
could part the waves, and the prince an amber dish bearing jade that 
shone at night. They presented these to Liu, who accepted the gifts 
with thanks. Then the inmates of the palace started piling silk and jew- 
els beside him, until gorgeous materials were heaped up all around. 
Laughing and chatting with the company, he had not a moment’s quiet. 
Sated at last with wine and pleasure, he excused himself and went back 
to sleep in the Hall of Frozen Light. 

The next day he was feasting again in the Pavilion of Limpid 
Light when the Prince of Qiantang, heated with wine afd lounging on 
the couch, said insolently, “A hard rock can be smashed but not made 
to yield, and a gallant man can be killed but not put to shame. I have a 
proposal to make. If you agree, all will be well between us. If not, we 
can perish together. How about it?” 

“Let me hear your proposal,” said Liu. 

“As you know, the wife of the Lord of Jing River is our sovereign’s 
daughter,” said the prince. “She is an excellent girl with a fine character, 
well thought of by all her kinsmen but unlucky enough to have suf- 
fered indignities at the hands of that scoundrel. However, that’s a thing 
of the past. We would like to entrust her to you, and become your 
relatives for ever. Then she who owes you gratitude will belong to you, 
and we who love her will know she is in good hands. A generous man 
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shouldn’t do things by halves. Don’t you agree?” 

For a moment Liu looked grave. Then he rejoined with a laugh, “I 
nevet thought the Prince of Qiantang would have such unworthy ideas. 
Thave heard that once when you ctossed the nine continents, you shook 
the five mountains to give vent to you anger; and I have seen you break 
the golden chain and drag the jade pillar after you to rescue your niece. 
I thought there was no one as brave and just as you, who dared risk 
death to right a wrong, and would sacrifice your life for those you 
love. These are the true marks of greatness. Yet now, while music is 
being played and host and guest are in harmony, you try to force me to 
do your will in defiance of honour. I would never have expected this 
of you! If I met you on the angry sea or among dark mountains, with 


your fins and: beard flying and mist and rain all around, though you . 


threatened me with death I should consider you a mere beast and not 
count it against you. But now you are in hurhan garb. You talk of 
manners and show a profound understanding of human relationships 
and the ways of men. You have a nicer sense of propriety than many 
gallants in the world of men, not to say monsters of the deep. Yet you 
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try to use your strength and temper — while pretending to be drunk 
— to force me to agree to your proposal. This is hardly right. Al- 
though small enough to hide under one of your scales, I am not afraid 
of your anger. I hope you will reconsider your proposal.” 

Then the prince apologized. “Brought up in the palace, I was never 
taught etiquette,” he said. “Just now I spoke wildly and offended you 
— your rebuke was well deserved. Don’t let this spoil our friendship.” 
‘That night they feasted together again as merrily as ever, and Liu and 
the prince became great friends. . 

The day after, Liu asked permission to leave. The queen gave 
another feast for him in the Hall of Hidden Light, which was attended 
by a great throng of men and women, maids and servants. Shedding 
tears, the queen said to him, “My daughter owes you so much, we can 
never repay you. And we are sorry to have to say goodbye.” She told 
the princess to thank him. 

“Shall we ever meet again?” asked the queen. 
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Liu regretted now that he had not agreed to the prince’s request. 
His heart was very heavy. After the feast, when he did them farewell, 
the whole palace was filled with sighing, and countless rare jewels were 
given him as parting gifts. 

He left the lake by the way he had come, escorted by a dozen or 
mote attendants who carried his bags to his home before leaving him. 
He went to a jeweller’s at Yangzhou to sell some of the jewels, and 
though he parted with about one hundredth only he became a multi- 
millionaire, wealthier by far than ‘all the rich men west of the Huai 

He married a girl called Zhang, but soon she died. Then he mar- 
tied a gitl called Han; but after several months she died as well, and Liu 
moved to Nanjing. 

Loneliness tempted him to matty again, and a go-between told 
him, “There is a girl called Lu from Fanyang County, whose father, 
Lu Hao, used to be magistrate of Qingliu. In his later years he 
studied Taoist philosophy and lived by himself in the wilderness, so 
that now no one knows where he is, Her mother was named Zheng. 
‘The year before last the girl married into the Zhang family at Qinghe, 
but unfortunately her husband died. Because she is young, intelligent 
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and beautiful, her mother wants to find a good husband for her. Are 
you interested?” 

So Liu married this girl on an auspicious day, and since both fami- 
lies were wealthy, the magnificence of their gifts and equipage im- 
pressed the whole city of Nanjing. 

Coming home one evening about a month after their marriage, 
Liu was struck by his wife’s resemblance to the dragon king’s daughter, 


. except that she was in better health and more lovely. Accordingly, he 


told her what had happened. 

“I can’t believe it,” she replied. Then she told him that she was 
with child, and Liu became more devoted to her than ever. 

A month after the child was born, Liu’s wife dressed herself in 
fine clothes, put on her jewels, and invited all their relatives to the house. 
Before the assembled company she asked him with a smile, “Don’t 
you remember meeting me before?” 

“How can I remember that since before our marriage we were 
neither relatives not friends and did not get to know each other?” Liu 
replied. 

“J am the dragon king’s daughter,” she said. “Wronged by my 
former husband, I was.rescued by you, and I swore to repay your 
kindness. But when my uncle the prince suggested that we marry, you 
refused. After our separation we lived in two different sphetes, and I 
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had no way of sending word to you. Later my parents wanted to 
marry me to another iver god — that stripling of the Zhuojin River 
— but I remained true to you. Although you had forsaken me and 
there was no hope of seeing you again, I would rather have died than 
stop loving you. Soon after that, my parents took pity on me and 
decided to approach you again; but you married girls from the Zhang 
and Han families, and there was nothing we could do. After those girls 
had died and you came to live here, my family felt the match was 
possible. But I never dared hope that one day I might be your wife. I 
shall be grateful and happy all my life, and die without regret.” So 
saying, she wept. 

Presently she went on: “I did not disclose myself to you before, 
because I knew you did not care for my looks. But I can tell you now 
that I know you ate attached to me. I am not good enough to keep 
yout love, so I am counting on yout fondness for the child to hold you. 
Before I knew you loved me, I was so anxious and worried! When you 
took my letter, you smiled at me and said, “When you go back to the 
lake, don’t refuse to see me!’ Did you want us to become husband and 
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wife in future? Later when my uncle proposed the marriage, and you 
refused him, did you really mean it or were you just offended? Do tell 
me.” 

“Tt must have been fated,” said Liu. “When first I met you by the 
river, you looked so wronged and pale, my heart bled for you. But I 
think all I wanted at that time was to pass on your message and right 
your wrong. When I said I hoped you wouldn’t refuse to see me in 
future, it was just a casual remark with nothing behind it. The prince’s 
attempt to force me into marriage annoyed me because I object to 
being bullied. Since a sense of justice had motivated my action, I could 
hardly marry the woman whose husband’s death I had caused. As a 
man of honour I had to do what I thought right. So during our drink- 
ing I spoke from my heart, saying only what was just, with no fear of 
him. Once the time came to leave, however, and I saw the regret in 
your eyes, I was rather sorry. But after I left the lake, the affairs of this 
world kept me too occupied to convey my love and gratitude to you. 
Well, now that you belong to the Lu family and are a woman, I find my 
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former feelings towards you were more than a fleeting passion after 
alll: From now on, I shall love you always.” 

His wife was deeply moved and replied with tears, “Don’t think 
human beings alone know gratitude. I shall repay your kindness. A 
dragon lives for ten thousand years, and I shall share my span of life 
with you. We shall travel freely by land and sea. You can trust me.” 

“{ never thought you could tempt me with immortality!” laughed 
Liu. 

‘They went to the lake again, where the royal entertainment once 
more given them beggars description. 

Later they lived at Nanhai for forty years. Theit mansions, equipage, 
feasts and clothes were as splendid as those of a prince, and Liu was 
able to help all his relatives. His perennial youth amazed everybody. 
During the Kai Yuan petiod (713-741), when the emperor set his heart 
on discovering the sectet of long life and searched far and wide for 
alchemists, Liu was given no peace and went back with his wife to the 
lake. Thus he disappeared from the world for more than ten years. At 
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the end of that period, his younger cousin, Kue Gu, lost his post as 
magistrate of the capital and was sent to the southeast. On his journey 
Xue crossed Dongting Lake. It was a clear day and he was looking into 
the distance when he saw a green mountain emerging from the distant 
waves, The boatmen shrank back in fear, crying, “There was never any 
mountain here — it must be a sea monster!” 

As they were watching the mountain approach, a painted barge 
came swiftly towards them and the men on it called Xue’s name. One 
of them told him, “Master Liu sends his greetings.” Then Xue 
understood. Invited to the foot of the mountain, he picked up the skirt 
of his gown and went quickly ashore. On the mountain were palaces 
like those on earth, and Liu was standing there with musicians before 
and bejeweled girls behind him, more splendid than in the world of 
men. Talking mote briliantly and looking even younger than formerly, 
he greeted Xue at the steps and took his hand. 

“We have not been separated long,” he said, “yet your hair is turn- 

“You are fated to become an immortal and I to become dry 
bones,” retorted Xue with a laugh. 

Liu gave him fifty capsules, and said, “Bach of these will give you 
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an extra year of life. When you have finished them, come again. Don’t 
stay too long in the world of men, where you must undergo so many 
hardships.” They feasted happily, and then Xue left. Liu was never seen 
again, but Xue often related this story. And fifty years later, he too 
vanished from the world. 

This tale shows that the principal species of each category of liv- 
ing creatures possesses supernatural powers — for how otherwise could 
reptiles assume the virtues of men? The dragon king of Dongting 
showed himself truly magnanimous, while the Prince of Qiantang was 
impetuous and straightforward. Surely their virtues did not appear from 
nowhere. Liu’s cousin, Xue Gu, was the only other human being to 
penetrate to that watery kingdom, and it is a pity that none of his 
writings have been preserved. But since this account holds such interest, 
I have recorded it here. 
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PRINCE HUO’S DAUGHTER 
Jiang Fang 


During the Da Li period (766-779), there was a young man of 
Longxi whose name was Li Yi. At the age of twenty he passed one of 
the civil service examinations and the following year the best scholars 
of his rank were to be chosen for official posts through a further 
examination at the Ministry of Civil Affairs. In the sixth month he 
arrived at the capital and took lodgings in the Xinchang quarter. He 
came from a good family, showed brilliant promise, and was acknowl- 
edged by his contemporaries as unsurpassed in literary craftsmanship. 
‘Thus even senior scholars looked up to him. Having no mean opinion 
of his own gifts, he hoped for a beautiful and accomplished wife. But 
long and vainly did he search among the famous courtesans of the 
capital, 

In Chang’an there was a match-maker named Bao, who was the 
eleventh child in her family. She had been a maid servant in the prince 
consort’s family, but a dozen years before this had redeemed herself 
and married. Clever and with a ready tongue, she knew all the great 
families and was a past master at arranging matches. Li gave her rich 
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gifts and asked her to find him a wife, and she was very well disposed 
towards him. 

One afternoon, some months later, Li was sitting in the south 
pavilion of his lodgings when he heard insistent knocking and Bao was 
announced. Gathering up the skirt of his gown, he hurried to meet her. 
“What brings you here so unexpectedly, madam?” he asked. 

Bao laughed and responded, “Have you been having sweet dreams? 
A fairy has come down to earth who cares nothing for wealth but who 
admires wit and gallantry. She is made for you!” 

When Li heard this he leaped for joy and felt as if he were walking 
on air, Taking Bao’s hand he bowed and thanked her, saying: “I shall be 
your slave as long as I live!” 

Asked where the girl lived and what her name was, Bao replied: 
“She is the youngest daughter of Prince Huo. Her name is Jade, and 
the prince doted on her. Her mother, Qingchi, was his favourite slave. 
When the prince died, his sons refused to keep the child because her 
mother was of humble birth, so they gave her a portion and made her 
leave. She has changed her name to Zheng, and people do not know 
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that the prince was her father. But she is the most beautiful creature you 
ever saw, with a sensibility and grace beyond compare. She is well 
versed too in music and the classics. Yesterday she asked me to find a 
good match for she, and when I mentioned your name she was delighted, 
for her knows you by reputation. They live in Old Temple Lane in the 
Shengye quarter, in the house at the entrance to the carriage drive. I 
, have already made an appointment for you. Go tomorrow at noon to 
the end of the lane, and look for a maid called Guizi. She will show 
you the house.” 2 
As soon as the match-maker left, Li started to prepare for the 
great occasion, sending his servant Qiuhong to borrow a black charger 
with a gilt bit from his cousin Shang who was adjutant general of the 
capital. That evening he washed his clothes, had a bath, and shaved. He 
could not sleep all night for joy. At dawn he put on his cap and exam- 
ined himself in the mirror, fearing all might not go well. Having frit- 
tered away the time till noon, he called for the horse and galloped to 
the Shengye quarter. When he reached the place appointed, he saw a 
maid standing there waiting for him, who asked, “Are you Master Li?” 
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He dismounted, told the maid to stable the horse, and went quickly in, 
bolting the gate behind him. 

The match-maker came out from the house, smiling at him from 
a distance as she cried. “Who is this gate-crasher?” While they were 
joking with each other, he found himself led through the inner gate 
into a courtyard where there were four cherry trees and a parrot cage 
hanging on the northwest side. 

At the-sight of Li, the parrot squawked, “Here’s a guest! Lower 
the curtain!” 

Naturally bashful, Li had felt some scruples about going in, and 
now the parrot startled him and brought him to a standstill untill Bao 
led the girl’s mother down the steps to welcome him, and he was asked 
to go inside and take a seat opposite her. The mother, little more than 
forty, was a slender, attractive woman with charming manners. 

. “We have heard of your brilliance as a scholar,” she said to Li, 
“and now that I see what a handsome young man you are too, I am 
sure your fame is well deserved. I have a daughter who, though lacking 
in education, is not ill-favoured. She should be a suitable match for 
you. Madame Bao has already proposed this, and today I would like to 
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offer my daughter to you in marriage.” 

“T am a clumsy fellow,” he replied, “and do not deserve such a 
distinction. If you accept me, I shall count it a great honour as long as 
Tlive.” 

Then a feast was laid, Jade was called by her mother from the east 
chamber, and Li bowed to greet her. At her entrance, he felt as if the 
room had been transformed into a bower of roses, and when their 
eyes met he was dazzled by her glance. The girl sat down beside her 
mother, who said to her, “You like to repeat those lines: 


When the wind in the bamboos rustles the curtain, 
L fancy my old friend is near.’ 


Here is the author of the poem. You have been reading his works 
so often — what do you think of him now you see him?” 

Jade lowered her head and answered with a smile: “He doesn’t 
live up to my expectations. Shouldn’t a poet be more handsome?” 

Then Li got up and made several bows. “You love talent and I 
admire beauty,” he said. “Between us we have both!” 

Jade and her mother looked at each other and smiled. 

When they had drunk several cups of wine together, Li stood up 
and asked the girl to sing. At first she declined, but her mother insisted, 
and in a clear voice she sang an intricate melody. By the time they had 
drunk their fill it was evening, and the match-maker led the young man 
to the west wing to rest. The rooms were secluded in a quiet courtyard, 
and the hangings were magnificent. Bao told the maid Guizi and Wansha 
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to take off Li’s boots and belt. Then Jade herself appeared. With sweet 
archness and charming coyness she put off her clothes. Then they low- 
ered the bed-curtains, lay down on the pillows and enjoyed each other 
to their hearts’ content. The young man felt that he was in bed with a 
goddess. 

During the night, however, the girl suddenly gazing at him through 
tears and said, “As a courtesan, I know I am no match for you. You 
love me now for my good Jooks, but I fear that when I lose them your 
feelings will change, and then I shall be like a vine with nothing to cling 
to, or a fan discarded in the autumn. So at the height of my joy I 
cannot help grieving.” 

Li was touched, and putting his arm round her neck said gently, 
“Today I have attained the dream of my life. I swear I would sooner 
die than leave you. Why do you talk like that? let me have some white 
silk to pledge you my faith in writing.” 

Drying her tears, Jade called her maid Yingtao to raise the curtain 
and hold the candle, while she gave Li a brush and ink. When not 
occupied with music, Jade was fond of reading, and her writing-case, 
brushes and ink all came from the palace. Now she brought out an 
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embroidered case and from it took three feet of white silk lined with 
black for him to write on. The young man had a gift for contemporary 
composition, and taking up the brush wrote rapidly. He swore by the 
mountains and rivers, by the sun and the moon, that he would be true. 
He wrote passionately and movingly, and when he had finished he 
gave Jade his pledge to keep in her jewel box. 

After that they lived happily for two years like a pair of kingfish- 
ets soaring on high, together day and night. But in the spring of the 
third year, Li came first in his examination and was appointed secte- 
tary-genetal of Zheng County. In the fourth month, before leaving to 
take up his post and to visit his parents in Luoyang, he gave a farewell 
party to all his relatives at the capital. It was the season between spring 
and summer. When the feast was over and the guests had gone, the 
young man and the girl were filled with grief at their coming separation. 

“With your talents and fame,” said Jade, “You have many admir- 
ets who would like to be related to you by marriage. And your old 
parents.at home have no daughter-in-law to look after them. So when 
you go'to take up this post, you are bound to find a good wife. The 
pledge you made me is not binding. But I have a small request to make, 
which I hope you will consider. May I tell you what it is?” 

Li was startled and protested, “In what way have I offended you, 
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that you speak like this? Tell me what is in your mind, and I promise to 
do whatever you ask.” 

“am eighteen,” said the gitl, “and you are only twenty-two. There 
are still eight years before you teach thirty, the age at which a man 
should marry. I would like to crowd into these eight years all the love 
and happiness of my life. After that you can choose some girl of good 
family for wife — it will not be too late. Then I shall retire from the 
world, cutting my hair short and becoming a nun. This is the wish of 
my life and I ask no more.” 

Cut to the heart, Li could not hold back his tears. “I swear by the 
bright sun,” he assured the girl, “‘as long as I live I shall be true to you. 
My only fear is that I may fail to please you — how can I think of 
anything else? I beg you not to doubt me, but rest assured. I shall reach 
Huazhou in the eighth month, and send to fetch you. We shall be to- 
gether again before very long.” A few days later he said goodbye to 
her and went east. ; 

Ten days after Li’s arrival at his post, he asked leave to go to 
Luoyang to see his parents. Before he reached home, his mother had 
arranged a match for him with a cousin in the Lu family — a verbal 
agreement had already been reached. His mother was so strict that Li, 
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though hesitating, dared not decline; accordingly he went through 
with the ceremonies and arranged a date for the wedding. Since the 
gitl’s family was a powerful one, they demanded over a million cash 
betrothal money and would call off the marriage if this were not 
forthcoming, Because Li’s- family was poor he had to borrow this 
sum; and he took advantage of his leave to look up distant friends, 
travelling up and down the Huai and Changjiang River valleys from 
the autumn till the next summer. Knowing that he had broken his 
promise to fetch Jade at the appointed time, he sent no message to 
her, hoping that she would give him up. He also asked his friends not 
to disclose the truth. 

When Li failed to return at the appointed time, Jade tried to find 
out what had become of him, only to receive contradictory reports. 
She also consulted many fortune-tellers and oracles. This went on for 
more than a year, until at last she fell ill of sorrow; and, lying in her 
lonely room, went from bad to worse. Though no tidings had come 
from Li, her love for him did not falter, and she gave presents to 
friends and acquaintances to persuade them to find news of him. This 
she did so persistently that soon all her money had gone and she often 
had to send her maid out secretly to sell dresses and trinkets through an 
inn-keeper in the West Market. 
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One day Jade sent Wansha to sell an amethyst hait-pin, and on‘her 
way to the inn the maid met an old jade-smith who worked in the 
palace, When he saw what she was carrying, he recognized it. “This 
hair-pin is one I made,” he said. “Many yeats ago, when Prince Huo’s 
youngest daughter first put up her hair, he ordered me to make this pin 
and gave me ten thousand cash for the job. I have always remembered 
it. Who are you? And how did you come by this?” 

“My mistress is the prince’s daughter,” replied the maid. “She has 
come down in the world, and the man she married went to Luoyang 
and deserted her. So she fell ill of grief, and has been in a decline for 
two years. Now she wants me to sell this, so that she can bribe some- 
one to get news of her husband.” 

The jade-smith shed tears exclaiming, “Can the children of nobles 
fall on such evil times? My days are neatly spent, but this ill-fated lady’s 
story wrings my heart.” 

‘Then the old man led Wansha to the house of Princess Yanxian, 
and when the princess heard this story she too heaved sigh after sigh. 
Finally she gave the maid one hundred and twenty thousand cash for 
the hair-pin. 

Now the girl to whom Li was engaged was in the capital. After 
raising the sum he needed for his marriage, he returned to his post in 
Zheng County; but at the end of the year he again asked for leave to go 
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"to Chang’an to get married. And he found quiet lodgings, so that his 
whereabouts would not be known. A young scholar, however, named 
Cui Yunming, who was Li’s cousin and a kind-hearted man, had for- 
merly drunk with Li in Jade’s room and laughed and talked with her 
until they were on the best of terms. Whenever he received news of Li, 
he would tell Jade truthfully, and she had helped him so often with 
money and clothing that he felt deeply indebted to her. 

When Li came to the capital, Cui told Jade, who sighed and ex- 
claimed indignantly, “How can he be so faithless?” She begged all her 
friends to ask Li to come to her; but knowing that he had broken his 
promise and that the gitl was dying, he felt too ashamed to see her. He 
took to going out early and coming back late in order to avoid callers. 
‘Though Jade wept day and night, unable to eat or sleep in her longing 
to see him, he never came. And indignation and grief made her illness 
worse. When the story became known in the capital, all the young scholars 
were moved by the git!’s love while all the young gallants resented Li’s 
heartlessness. 
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It was then spring, the season for pleasure trips, and Li went one 
day with five or six friends to Chongjing Temple to see the peonies in 
bloom. Strolling in the west corridor, they composed poems together. 
A close friend of Li’s named Wei Xiaqing, a native of Chang’an, was 
one of the party. “Spring is beautiful and flowers are in bloom,” he 
told Li. “But your old love nurses her grief in her lonely room. It is 
really cruel of you to abaridon her. A true man would not do this. 
Think it over again!” 

As Wei was sighing and reproaching Li, up came a young gallant 
wearing a yellow silk shirt and carrying a crossbow. He was handsome 
and splendidly dressed, but attended only by a Central Asian boy with 
cropped hair. Walking behind them, he overheard their conversation; 
and presently he stepped forward and bowed to Li, saying, “Is your 
name not Li? My family comes from the east, and we are related to the 
royal house, Though I have no literary talent myself, I value it in others. 
T have long been an admirer of yours and hoped to make your 
acquaintance, and today I am lucky enough to meet you. My humble 
house is not far from here, and I have musicians to entertain you. I have 
eight or nine beautiful girls too, and a dozen good horses, all of them 
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at your disposal. I only hope you will honour me with a visit.” 

When Li’s friends heard this, they were delighted. They rode along 
after this young gallant, who swiftly turned comer after corner until 
they reached the Shengye quarter. Since they were approaching Jade’s 
house, Li was reluctant to go any farther and made some excuse to 
turn back. 

But the stranger said: “My humble home is only a stone’s throw 
from here. Don’t leave us now!” He took hold of Li’s bridle and 
pulled his horse along. : 

In a moment they had reached the girl’s house. Li was dismayed 
and tried to turn back, but the other quickly ordered attendants to help 
him dismount and lead him inside. They pushed him through the gate 
and bolted it, calling out, “Master Li is here!” Then exclamations of joy 
and surprise could be heard from the whole house. 

The night before, Jade had dreamed that Li was brought to her 
bedside by a man in a yellow shirt and that she was told to take off her 
shoes. When she woke up she told her mother this dream, and said, 
“Shoes symbolize union. That means that husband and wife will meet 
again. But to take them off means separation. We shall be united then 
parted again — forever. Judging by this dream, I shall see him once 
more and after that I shall die.” 
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In the morning she asked her mother to dress her hair for her. Her 
mother thought she was raving and paid no attention, but when Jade 
insisted she consented. And no sooner was her hair done than Li arrived. 

Jade had been ill so long that she could not even turn in bed 
without help. But on hearing that her lover had come she got up swiftly, 
changed her clothes and hurried out like one possessed. Confronting 
Li in silence, she fixed angry eyes on him. So frail she could hardly 
stand, she kept averting her face and then, against her will, looking 
back, till all present were moved to tears. 

Soon several dozen dishes of food and wine were brought in. 
And when the company asked in astonishment where this feast had 
come from, they found it had been ordered by the young gallant. The 
table spread, they sat down. Jade, though she had turned away from 
Li, kept stealing long glances at him; and finally raising her cup of wine, 
she poured a libation on the ground and said, “I am the unhappiest of 
women, and you are the most heartless of men. Dying young of a 
broken heart, I shall not be able to look after my mother; and I must 





JeqyGneg Son} Soul mt 


= 
z 
4 
S 
I 
° 
| 
= 
a 
m 





SHSM Mater 





124 





(ax) 


BRE, AK. SHRR, FAK. SHEA, 4K 
KR! RRL, DAGR, PHBH, ADRK!” FR 
AW, RAFI, KBSRAA MH. BGP, REE, > 
WS, BRAKR. EHZMR, AV RW. HHH, HE 
BREBMEZT, RRM, RAPE. FAM, RMA, 
REF. BAM, FAR, RHEA: “MAM, MAR 
tf. MRS, PEM.” FH, RAR. WA, HERE 
BRR. £BRH, RRM. RAR, MILFAK. Hie 


[Si#) 


AR, AMER, LAKH MBER HAHR, WA BE 
RH, FANS HR, SRAPANT! RRAG, RH-THE 
AG, itp REKRATF A, KARR” HH, HMw 
RAFHKEFAHBM, CMH MAILE, RPRCART UA, 
RBHE. DEMERAEBE DA, CHASE SHRZ, ib 
FLPMA LF, ThARRARIR, 

PRR, FEHFRM, AFM, RARE, +7R 
tio VRFRH-AERK, FARRAR DALARKE, EHR 
RH, RBRBA, BwAW—H, MHF SME, RH KES 
#@, MEAT HRA, MHA, FLPH-KRBUSR 
Re, MARFA: “EMER, TLEHREA-HSH, 
ARZF, REMABRLE?” LEG, RHKAART. RBM 
KB, AMMDRRAKERI MMR. FREPEHREWF 
WKR, FRABSFBGREZ, ; 

IT —-+ASA, FHSPRAM. HE, FRBESREH 





bid farewell for ever to my silk dresses and music, to suffer torments 
in hell. This is your doing, sir! Farewell! After death I shall become an 
avenging spirit and give your wives and concubines no peace.” 

Grasping Li’s arm with her left hand, she threw her cup to the 
ground. Then, after crying out several times, she fell dead. Her mother 
placed her body on Li’s knee and told him to call her, but he could not 
revive her. 

Li put on mourning and wept bitterly during the wake. The night 
before the obsequies she appeared to him within the funeral curtain, as 
beautiful as in life. She was wearing a pomegranate-red skirt, purple 
tunic, and red and green cape. Leaning against the curtain and fingering 
the embroidered tassels, she looked at him and said, “You must still 
have some feeling for me, to see me off. That is a comfort to me here 
among the shades.” With that she vanished. The next day she was but- 
ied at Yusu-yuan near the capital. After mourning by her grave, Li went 
back; and a month later he married his cousin. But he was in low spirits 
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after all that had happened. 

In the fifth month, Li went with his wife to his post at Zheng 
County. About ten days after their arrival, he was sleeping with his wife 
when he heard soft hoots outside the curtain, and looking out he saw a 
very handsome young man hiding behind the hangings and beckoning 
repeatedly to his wife. Li leaped up in agitation and went round the 
curtain several times to look for the intruder, but no one was there. 
This made him so suspicious that he gave his wife no peace until some 
friends persuaded him to make it up and he began to feel a little better. 
About ten days later, however, he came home to find his wife playing 
her lute on the couch, when an engraved rhinoceros-horn case, little 
over an inch in diameter and tied with a flimsy silk love-knot, was 
thrown into the room. This case fell on his wife’s lap. When Li opened 
it, he found two love-peas, one Spanish fly as well as other aphrodisi- 
acs and love-charms. Howling like a wild beast in his anger, he seized 
the lute and beat his wife'with it'as he demanded the truth. But she 
could not clear herself. After that he often beat her savagely and treated 
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her with great cruelty; and finally he denounced her in the court and 
divorced her. 

After Li divorced his wife, he soon became suspicious of the 
maid servants and women slaves whom he had favoured, and some 
he even killed in his jealousy. Once he went to Yangzhou and bought a 
famous courtesan named Ying, who was the eleventh child of her 
family. She was so charming and beautiful that Li was very fond of 
her. But when they were together he liked to tell her about another 
girl he had purchaséd, and how he had punished her for various 
faults. He told her such things every day to make her fear him, so that 
she would not dare to take other lover. Whenever he went out, he 
would leave her on the bed covered up with a bath-tub which was 
sealed all round; and upon his return he would examine the tub care- 
fully before letting her out. He also kept a very sharp dagger and 
would say to his maids, “This is Gexi steel. It’s good for cutting the 
throats of unfaithful woman!” 

Whatever women he had, he would soon grow suspicious of 
them, and he was a jealous husband to the two other wives he married 
later. 
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GOVERNOR OF THE SOUTHERN 
TRIBUTARY STATE 
Li Gongzuo 


Chunyu Fen, a native of Dongping and a well-known gallant of 
_ the Changjiang River region, was fond of drinking, hot-tempered and 
recklessly indifferent to conventions. He had amassed great wealth and 
acted as patron to many dashing young men. Because of his military 
prowess he had been made an adjutant of the Huainan Army, but in a 
fit of drunkenness he offended his general and was dismissed. Then in 
his disappointment he let himself go and gave his days to drinking. 
Chunyu’s home was some three miles east of Yangzhou. South of 
his house there was a huge old ash tree with great branches, thick with 
foliage, which shaded an acre of land; and under this tree Chunyu and 
his boon companions drank daily to their hearts’ content. In the ninth 
month of the tenth year of the Zhen Yuan period (794), Chunyu got 
drunk, and two of his friends carried him home and laid him in the 
_ eastern chamber. “You had better have a sleep,” they said. “while we 
give the horses some fodder and wash our feet. We shan’t go until you 
feel better.” 
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He took off his cap and rested his head on the pillow, lying thete 
in an tipsy state, half dreaming and half awake. Presently he saw two 
messengers in purple, who entered to kneel before him and announce, 
“His Majesty the king of Ashendon has sent us, his humble subjects, to 
invite you to his kingdom.” 

Ghunyu arose from his couch, dressed himself and followed the 
messengers to the gate, where he found a small green carriage drawn 
by four horses. Seven or eight attendants standing there helped him 
into this. Driving out of the gate, they made for the ash tree and — to 
Chunyv’s amazement — headed down the hollow under the tree. 
However, he dared ask no questions. The scenery along the road — 
the mountains and rivers, trees and plants — looked different from the 
world of men. The climate too had changed. After they had travelled 
about ten miles, city walls came into sight, and the highway began to 
be thronged with carriages and people. The footmen on thé carriage 
kept calling out to clear the road and the pedestrians moved hurriedly 
out of their way. They entered a great city through a turreted red gate 
over which was insctibed in letters of gold “The Great Kingdom of 
Ashendon.” The gate-keepers bestirred themselves and bowed low to 
them. 

‘Then a rider cantered up, calling, “As His Highness the Prince con- 
sort has travelled so fat, His Majesty orders him to be taken to the East 
Hostel to rest.” And he led the way. 
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Chunyu saw a gate in front swing open, and alighting from the 


carriage he passed through it. Here were brightly painted and finely 
carved balustrades and pilasters among terraces of blossoming trees 
and rare fruits, while tables and rugs, cushions and screens had been set 
ready in the hall where a rich feast was laid out. Chunyu was enchanted. 
Presently it was announced that the prime minister had arrived, and 
Chunyu went to the foot of the hall steps to await him respectfully. 
Dressed in purple and holding an ivory sceptre, the minister approached, 
and they paid their respects to each other. This done, the minister said, 
“Though our land is far from yours, our king has invited you here 
because he hopes for an alliance with you by marriage.” 

“How can a humble person like myself aspire so high?” replied 
the young man. 

The minister asked Chunyu to follow him to the palace. They 
walked a hundred yards and entered a red gate where spers, axes, and 
halberds were displayed and among several hundred officers who stood 
by the side of the road to make way for them was Chunyu’s old dtink- 
ing friend Zhou. Chunyu was secretly delighted, but dared not go for- 
ward to accost him. 

‘Then the minister led Chunyu up ‘to a court where guards were 
standing solemnly in formation, showing that they were in the royal 
presence. He saw a tall, imposing figure on the throne, wearing a white 
silk robe and a bright red cap. Overcome by awe, he did not look up, 
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but bowed as he was directed by the attendants, “At your father’s wish,” 
said the king, “We have asked you to our unworthy kingdom to offer 
you our second daughter as your wife.” When Chunyu kept his head 
lowered and dared not reply, the king told him, “You may go back to 
the guest house and prepare for the ceremony.” 

Since his father was a frontier general who had been reported missing, 
it was possible that, having made peace with the border kingdoms, he 
was responsible for this invitation. Still the young man was bewildered 
and at a loss to account for it. 

‘That evening, amid pomp and splendour, betrothal gifts of lambs, 
swans and silk were displayed. There was music of stringed and bam- 
boo instruments, feasting by the light of lanterns and candles, and a 
concourse of carriages and horsemen. Some of the girls present were 
addressed as the nymphs of Huayang or Qingxi, others as the fairies 
of the upper or lower region. Attended by a large retinue, they wore 
green phoenix head-dresses, gold cloud-like garments and golden trin- 
kets and precious stones that dazzled the eye. These gitls frolicked and 
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played charming tricks on Chunyu who found it hard to answer their 
clever repartee. : 

“On the last Spring Purification Festival,” one girl said, “T went 
with Lady Lingzhi.to Chanzhi Monastery to watch Youyan perform 
the Brahmana dance in the Indian Quadrangle. I was sitting with the 
gitls on the stone bench on the north side when you and your young 
gallants arrived, and got off your horses to watch. You accosted us 


: and teased us and made jokes — don’t you remember how Qiongying 


and I tied a scarlet scarf on the bamboo? Then, on the sixteenth of the 
seventh month, I went with Shang Zhenzi to Xiaogan Monastery to 
listen to Monk Qisuan discoursing on the Avalokiteshvara sutra. I do- 
nated two gold phoenix-shaped hair-pins and my friend one rhinoc- 
eros-horn case. You were there too, and asked the monk to let you see 
them. After admiring them and praising the workmanship at some 
length, you turned to us and said, ‘These pretty things and their owners 
surely can’t belong to the world of men!’ Then you asked my name 
and wanted to know where I lived, but I wouldn't tell you. You kept 
staring at me as if you were quite lovelorn — don’t you remember?” 
Chunyu replied by quoting the song: 
Deep in my heart it is hidden, 
How can I ever forget? 
And the girls said, “Who could imagine that you would become 
our relative?” 
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Just then up came three men in magnificent clothes. Bowing to 
Chunyu, they declared, “By His Majesty’s order we have come to be 
your groomsmen.” One of them looked like an old friend. 

_ “Aren't you Tian Zihua of Fengyi?” Chunyu asked,him. When the 
other said that he was, Chunyu stepped forward to grasp his hand and 
they talked about the past. 

Asked how he came to be there, Tian replied, “On my travels I 
met Lord Duan, the prime minister, and he became my patron.” When 
Chunyu enquired if he knew of Zhou’s presence there, he answered, 
“Zhou has done very well. He is now the city commandant and has 
great influence. On several occasions he has done me a favour.” 

‘They talked cheerfully until it was announced that the prince con- 
sort should go to the wedding. As the three groomsmen handed him 
his sword, pendants, robes and head-dress and helped him to put them 
on, Tian said, “I never thought to attend such a grand ceremony for 
you today. You mustn’t forget your old friends.” 

Several dozen fairy maids now began to play rare music, pierc- 
ingly tender and infinitely sad, the like of which Chunyu had never 
heard before. Dozens of other attendants held candles all the way down 

* amile-long path lined on both sides with gold and emerald-green screens 
vividly painted and intricately carved. He sat up straight in the carriage, 
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rather nervous, while Tian joked to put him at his ease. The girls he had 
seen were arriving too in phoenix-winged carriages. When he reached 
the gate of Xiu Yi Palace, the girls were there too, and Chunyu was 
asked to alight. He went through a ceremony just like that in the world 
of men, at the end of which screens and fans were removed, enabling 
him to see his bride, the Princess of the Golden Bough. She was about 
fifteen, lovely as a goddess and well trained in the marriage ceremony. 
After the wedding Chunyu and the princess came to love each 
other dearly, and his power and prestige increased daily. His equipage 
and entertainments were second only to the king’s. One day the king 
took him and some other officials as his guards to hunt on the Divine 
Tortoise Mountain in the west, where there were high peaks, wide 
marshlands and luxuriant forests stocked with all kinds of birds and 
beasts. The hunters came back with a big bag of game that evening. 
Another day Chunyu said to the king, “On my wedding day Your 
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Majesty told me you had sent for me in compliance with my father’s 
wishes. My father served formerly as a general at the frontier. After a 
defeat he was reported missing, and I have had no news of him for 
eighteen years. Since Your Majesty knows where he is now, I would 
like to call on him.” 

“Your father is still serving at the northern frontier,” replied the 
king quickly. “We ate in constant touch. You had better just write to 
him. There is no need for you to go there.” The king ordered the 
princess to prepare gifts to send to her father-in-law, and after a few 
days a reply came in his handwriting. He expressed his longing for his 
son and wrote just as in former letters, asking whether certain relatives 
were still alive and what news there was of their home-town. Since the ' 
distance between them was so great, he said, it was difficult to send 
news. His letter was sad and full of grief. He told Chunyu not to come, 
but promised that they would meet in three year’s time. With this letter 
in his hands, Chunyu wept bitterly, unable to restrain himself. 

One day the princess asked him, “Don’t you ever want to take up 
an official post?” 

“T am used to a carefree life,” he answered. “I don’t understand 
official work.” 
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“Just take a post,” she said, “and I will help you.” Then she spoke 
to the king. 

A few days later the king said, “All is not well in my southern 
tributary state, and the governor has been dismissed. I would like to 
use your talents to set their affairs in order. You might go there with my 
daughter.” When Chunyu consented, the king ordered those in charge 
to get his baggage ready. Gold, jade and silk, cases and servants, car- 
tiages and horsemen formed a long baggage train when he and the 
princess were ready to leave. And since Chunyu had mixed with gal- 
lants as a young man and never dreamed of becoming an official, he 
found this most gratifying. 

He sent a memorandum to the king, saying, “As the son of a 
military family, I have never studied the art of government. Now that 
have been given this important post, I fear I shall not only disgrace 
myself but ruin the prestige of the court. I would therefore like to seek 
far and wide for wise and talented men to help me. I have noticed that 
City Commandant Zhou of Yingchuan is a loyal, honest officer, who 
firmly upholds the law and would make a good minister. Then there is 
‘Tian Zihua, a gentleman of Fengyi, who is prudent and full of strata- 
gems and has probed deeply into the principles of government. I have 
known both these men for ten years. I understand their talents and 
consider them trustworthy, and therefore I ask to have Zhou appointed 
the chief councillor and Tian the minister of finance of my state. For 
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then the government will be well administered and the laws well kept.” 
The two men were then appointed to these posts by the king. 

The evening of Chunyu’s departure, the king and queen gave a 
farewell feast for him south of the capital. 

“The southern state is a great province,” said the king. “The land is 
rich and the people prosperous, and you must adopt a benevolent 
policy there. With Zhou and Tian assisting you, I hope you will do well 
and come up to our expectations.” 

Meantime the queen told the princess, “Your husband is impetu- 
ous and fond of drinking, and he is still young. A wife should be gentle 
and obedient. I trust you to look after him well. Though you will not 
be too far from us, you will no longer be able to greet us every morn- 
ing and evening, and I find it hard not to shed tears now that you are 
going away.” Then Chunyu and the princess bowed, got into their 
carriage and started south. They talked cheerfully on the way, and sev- 
eral days later reached their destination. 

The officials of the province, the monks and priests, elders, 
musicians, attendants and guards had all come out in welcome. The 
streets were thronged, while drums and bells could be heard for miles 
around. Chunyu saw a goodly array of turrets and pavilions as he en- 
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tered the great city gate, above which was inscribed in letters of gold 
“The Southern Tributary State.” In front there were red windows and 
a large gate with a fine view into the distance. After his arrival he stud- 
ied the local conditions and helped all who wete sick or distressed, 
entrusting his government to Zhou and Tian, who administered the 
province well. He remained governor there for twenty years, and the 
people benefiting from his good rule sang his praises and set up tablets 
extolling his virtue or built temples to him. As a result, the king honoured 
him even more: he was given fiefs and titles and exalted to the position 
of a grand councillor of state, while both Zhou and Tian also became 
well-known as good officials, and were promoted several times. Chunyu 
had five sons and two daughters. His sons were given official posts 
reserved for the nobility, while his daughters were married into the 
royal family. Thus his fame and renown were unrivalled. 

One year the kingdom of Sandalvine attacked this province, and 
the king ordered Chunyu to raise an army to defend it. Chunyu made 
Zhou commander of thirty thousand troops to resist the invaders at 
Jade Tower City, but Zhou proved proud and reckless, underestimat- 
ing the enemy. His troops were routed and, abandoning his armour, he 
fled back alone to the provincial capital at night. Meanwhile the invaders, 
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after capturing their baggage train and arms, had withdrawn. Chunyu 
had Zhou arrested and asked to be punished, but the king pardoned 
them both. 

That same month Zhou developed a boil on his back and died. 
‘Ten days later the princess died of illness too, and Chunyu’s request to 
leave the province and accompany the hearse to the capital was granted. 
Tian, the minister of finance, was appointed deputy in his place. Bowed 
down with grief, Chunyu followed the hearse. On the way many people 
wept, officers and common citizens paid their last homage, while great 
crowds blocked the way and clung to the carriage. When he reached 
Ashendon, the king and queen were waiting outside the capital, wear- 
ing mourning and weeping. The princess'was posthumously entitled 
Shun Yi (Obedient and Graceful). Guards, canopies and musicians were 
ptovided, and she was buried at Coiling Dragon Mount some three 
miles east of the city. During the same month, Zhou’s son Rongxin 
also arrived with his father’s hearse. . 

Now though Chunyu had been ruling over a tributary state out- 
side the kingdom for many years, he had managed to keep on good 
terms with all the nobles and influential officers at court. After his re- 









Saissua @1EIg Areynqu, WeLINOS el) JO JOWEACE 


3SINIH9 10 AUWuan 





aoe Hea 





(mx) 


2. ASABE, HATH, MW, BU ERE 
Zo WARALRA: “XSL, BAKE. MATH, SM 
SR. WERE, STEMI.” TA ES Wt. RAE 
TD, MEU, ZA. EARS, MME, RAR 
4, RBA. EMS. AEA: “WRI +R, RE 
RE, FOSHFHS, RAV.” KARBHAWAZ. KX 
WEA: “MARRS, PAAR, — WL. INR, FELL 
AS. BaF, 4OMM. ” EA: “WIRKR, MRI?” = 


(Sie) 


WUE, BAME, RAUARRAA, Moo wA, BAB 
Ltt, REALGM TRAT SM, Ra, MRRBARA 
ERM: “MERKEAR, GRHAKRM, HME, 
BERR, RAEGHRRAFHRLA, PRERAATER 
RB." KENRKHD, RE, MAALETHRU REG, BR 
TMH Pe, HREM, FEREMEFSRMERF 
FHL, PLUMESARH, RHRAAATEP, ETHRH 
VABEMMKFA+SH, RHPA, RAM HH, Aesl 
DARE PH, RALHRRL, RKAAKK, MEHELE 
FEF HAS HR RAMI: “MARRY HM —+ $e, 

REHA, DAPFEH, RESHOABE, RARILARH 
RG,” ERUAKCPILNGASARHKA, RELHEH: 
‘RWRESF, RETAPHROKS, KBRA, RENE 
BIL, BLES, FUG, AHRARKOR, ” TRB: 
“RERRAMEN, REMGNPLLL?” REGEFER 


tum to the capital he behaved unconventionally and gathered around 
himself many associates and followers, his power growing so rapidly 
that the king began to suspect him. Then some citizens reported to the 
king that a mysterious portent had appeared and the state was doomed 
to suffer a great catastrophe: the capital would be removed and the 
ancestral temples destroyed. This would be caused by some man of 
foreign birth who was close to the royal family. After deliberation the 
ministers decided that there was danger in Chunyu’s luxury and 
presumption; accordingly the king deprived him of his attendants and 
forbade him to have any further dealings with his associates, ordering 
him to live in retirement. 

Conscious that he had not governed badly all these years in his 
province, but was being slandered, Chunyu was in low spirits. The 
king; sensing this, said to him, “You have been my son-in-law for more 
than twenty years. Unhappily my daughter died young and could not 
live with you till old age. This is a great misfortune.” Then the queen 
took charge of his children herself, and the king said, “You have left 
yout home for a long time. You had better go back now for a while to 
see your telatives. Leave your children here and do not worry about 
them. In three years we shall fetch you back.” 

“Tsn’t this my home?” asked Chunyu. “What other home have I to 
go back to?” 
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“You came from the world of men,” replied the king with a 
laugh. “This is not your home.” At first Chunyu felt as if he were 
dreaming, but then he remembered how he had come there and, shed- 
ding tears, asked for permission to return. The king ordered his atten- 
daints to see him off, and with a bow Chunyu took his leave. 

The same two messengers dressed in purple accompanied him 
out of the gate. But there he was shocked to see a shabby carriage with 
no attendants ot envoys to accompany him. He got into the carriage, 
however, and after driving some miles they left the city behind. They 
travelled the same way that he had first come by. The mountains, rivers 
and plains were unchanged, but the two messengers with Chunyu looked 
so seedy that he felt let down. When he asked them when they would 
reach Yangzhou, they went on singing without paying any attention. 
Only when he insisted did they answer, “Soon.” 

Presently they emerged from the hollow and Chunyu saw his own 
village unchanged. Sadness seized him, and he could not help shedding 
tears. The two messengers helped him down from the carriage, through 
the door of his house and up the steps. Then he saw himself lying in 
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the eastern chamber, and was so frightened that he dared not approach. 
At that the two messengers called his name aloud several times, and he 
woke up. 

He saw his servants sweeping the courtyard. His two guests were 
still washing their feet by the couch, the slanting sun had not yet set 
behind the west wall and his unfinished wine was still by the east win- 
dow — but he had lived through a whole generation in his dream! 
Deeply moved, he could not help sighing. And when he called his two 
friends and told them, they were equally amazed. They went out to 
look for the hollow under the ash tree, and Chunyu, pointing to it, said, 
“This is where I went in the dream.” 

His friends believed this must be the work of some fox fairy or 
tree spirit, so servants were ordered to fetch an axe and cut through the 
tree trunk and branches to find where the hollow ended. It was some 
ten feet long, terminating in a cavity lit by the sun and large enough to 
hold a couch. In this were mounds of earth which resembled city walls, 
pavilions and courts, and swarms of ants were gathered there. In the 
ant-hill was a small, reddish tower occupied by two huge ants, three 
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inches long, with white wings and red heads. They were surrounded by 
a few dozen big ants, and other ants dared not approach them. These 


huge ants were the king and queen, and this was the capital of Ashendon. _ 


Then the men followed up another hole which lay under the south- 
ern branch of the tree and was at least forty feet long. In this tunnel 
there was another ant-hill with small towers, which swarmed with ants. 
This was the southern tributary state which Chunyu had governed. 
Another large, rambling tunnel of a fantastic shape ran westwards for 
twenty feet, and in this they found a rotten tortoise shell as big as a peck 
measure, soaked by rain and covered by luxuriant grass. This was the 
Divine Tortoise Mountain, where Chunyu had hunted. They followed 
up yet another tunnel more than ten feet long in the east, where the 
gnarled roots of the tree had twisted into the shape of a dragon. Here 
there was a small earthen mound about a foot high, and this was the 
gtave of the princess, Chunyu’s wife. 

As he thought back, Chunyu was very shaken, for all that they had 
discovered coincided with his dream. He would not let his friends 
destroy these ant-hills, and ordered that the tunnels be covered up a8 
before. That night, however, there was a sudden storm, and the next 
morning when he examined the holes the ants had gone. Thus the proph- 
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ecy that Ashendon would suffer a great catastrophe and that the capital 
would be removed was tealized, Then he thought of the invasion by 
the kingdom of Sandalvine, and asked his two friends to trace it. They 
found that some six hundred yards east of his house was a river-bed 
long since dry, and next to it grew a big sandal tree so thickly covered 
with vines that the sun could not shine through it. A small hole beside it, 
where a swarm of ants had gathered, must be the kingdom of 
Sandalvine. 

If even the mysteries of ants are so unfathomable, what then of 
the changes caused by big beasts in the hills and woods? 

At that time Chunyu’s friends Zhou and Tian were both in Liuhe 
County, and he had not seen them for ten days. He sent a servant 
posthaste to make enquiries, and found that Zhou had died of a sud- 
den illness, while Tian was lying ill in bed. Then Chunyu realized how 
empty his dream had been, and that all was vanity too in the world of 
men. He therefore became-a Taoist and abstained from wine and 


women. Three years later he died at home, in his forty-seventh year, 


just as predicted in the dream. 
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In the eighth month of the eleventh year of the Zhen Yuan period 
(795 ), while on a journey from Suzhou to Luoyang I had stopped at 
Huaipu and met Chunyu by chance. I questioned him and looked at the 
ant-hills, going into his story very thoroughly. Believing it to be quite 
genuine, I have written this tale for those who may be interested. Al- 
though it deals with supernatural and unorthodox things, it may have a 
moral for the ambitious. Let future readers not think this narrative a 
mete series of coincidences, and let them beware of taking pride in 
worldly fame and position! 
For, as Li Zhao, former adjutant general of Huazhou commented: 
His reputation reaches to the skies, 
His influence can make a kingdom fall, 
And yet this pomp and power, after all, 
Are but an ant-beap in the wise man’s eyes. 
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STORY OF A SINGSONG GIRL 
Bai Xingi 


In the Tian Bao period (742-756) the Lord of Yingyang, whose 
name and surname I will omit, was Governor of Changzhou. He was 
highly respected and extremely rich. When our story starts he was fifty 
and had a son of nearly twenty — an intelligent lad of outstanding 
literary ability, the admiration of all his contemporaries. His father loved 
him dearly and had high hopes of him. “This,” he would say, “is the 
‘thousand-league colt’ of our family.” When the time came for the lad 
to take the provincial examination, his father gave him fine clothes and 
equipage for the journey, and money for his expenses in the capital. 
“With your gifts you should succeed at the first attempt,” he said. “But 
Tam giving you an allowance for two years, and a generous one at that, 
to enable you to work without worrying.” The young ran was quite 
confident too, and saw himself passing the examination as clearly as he 
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saw the palm of his own hand. 

Setting out from Changzhou he reached the capital in little more 
than a month and took a house in the Buzheng quarter. One day on his 
way back from the East Market, he entered the eastern gate of the 
Pingkang quarter to visit a friend who lived in the southwest part. When 
he reached Mingke Lane, he saw a house with a rather narrow gate and 
courtyard. The house itself, however, was a grand one, and from the 
gate you could see many buildings stretching back. One half of the 
double door was open and at it stood a girl, attended by her young 
maid. She was of an exquisite, bewitching beauty, such as the world 
had seldom seen. 

When he saw her, the young man unconsciously reined in his horse 
and hesitated, unable to tear himself away. He deliberately dropped his 
whip and waited for his servant to pick it up, all the time staring at the 
girl. She, for her part, returned his gaze with a look of answering 
admiration. But in the end he went away without daring to speak to 
her. : 

After that he was like a man distracted, and secretly begged a 
friend who knew the capital well to find out who she was. 

“The house belongs to a courtesan named Li,” his friend told 
him. 

“Is it possible to get her?” he asked. 

“She is very well off,” said his friend, “Because her previous 
dealings have been with rich and aristocratic families, who paid her 
lavishly. Unless you spend a million cash, she will have nothing to do 
with you.” ; 

“All want is to win her,” answered the young man. “I don’t mind 
if she costs a million.” 

Some days later he put on his best clothes and set out, with a train 
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of attendants behind him, for her house. When he knocked at the door, 
a young maid opened it. 

“Can you tell me whose house this is?” the young man asked. 

The maid did not answer, but ran back into the house calling out 
at the top of her voice: “Here’s the gentleman who dropped his whip 
the other day!” 

The girl replied with evident pleasure: “Ask him in. I'll come as 
soon as I’ve changed my clothes and tidied myself.” 

The young man hearing this was inwardly overjoyed as he fol- 
lowed the maid into the house. He saw the girl’s mother — a grey- 
haired woman with a bent back — and bowing low said to her: “I 
hear that you have a vacant courtyard which you might be willing to let. 
Is that true?” 

“Tam afraid it is too shabby and small fot a gentleman like you,” 
she said. “You may take it if you like, but I wouldn’t dare ask for any 
rent.” She then took him into the reception room, which was a very 
splendid one, and asked him to be seated, saying: “I have a daughter 
who is very young and has few accomplishments, but who enjoys the 
company of visitors. I should like you to meet her.” 

With that she called for her daughter. The girl had sparkling eyes 
and dazzling white arms, and moved with such consummate grace that 
the young man could only leap to his feet in confusion and did not dare 
raise his eyes. When they had greeted each other, he made a few re- 
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marks about the weather, conscious as he did so that her beauty was 
such as he had never seen before. 

They sat down again. Tea was made and wine poured out. The 
vessels used were spotlessly clean. He stayed on until it was late and the 
curfew drum could be heard all around, when the old lady asked if he 
lived far away. . 

He answered untruthfully: “Several miles beyond Yanping Gate,” | 
hoping that they would ask him to stay. 

“The drum has sounded,” she said. “You will have to leave at 
once, if you don’t want to break the law.” : 
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“T was enjoying myself so much,” said the young man, “that I 
didn’t notice how late it was. My house is a long way off, and I have no 
relations in the city. What am I to do?” 

“If you don’t think our house too shabby,” put in the girl, “What 
harm would there be in you spending the night here?” 

He glanced several times at the old lady, who assented. 

Calling his servants, he ordered them to bring two bolts of silk 
whitch he offered for the expenses of a feast. But the girl stopped him 
and protested laughingly: “No, you are our guest. We would like to 
entertain you tonight with our humble household’s rough and ready 
fate. You can treat us another time.” He tried to refuse, but in the end 
she had her way, and they all moved to the western hall. The curtains, 
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screens, blinds and couches were of dazzling splendour, the toilet-boxes, 
coverlets and pillows the height of luxury. Candles were lighted and an 
excellent meal was served. 

After supper, when the old lady had retired, the young man and 
the girl began to talk intimately, laughing and joking completely at their 
ease. 

“I passed your house the other day,” said the young man, “and 
you happened to be standing at the door. After that, I couldn’t get you 
out of my head. Lying down to test or sitting down to eat, I couldn’t 
stop thinking of you.” 

“Tt was just the same with me,” she answered. 

“You know, I didn’t come today simply to look for lodgings,” he 
said. “I came hoping you would grant the wish of my life. But I wasn’t 
sute what my fate would be....” 

As he was speaking the old woman came back and asked what 
they were saying. Upon being told, she laughed and said: “There is a 
natural attraction between the sexes.’ When lovers ate agreed, not even 
their parents can control them. But my daughter is of humble birth — 
are you sure she is fit to share your bed?” 

‘The young man immediately came down from the dais and, bowing 
low, said: “Please accept me as your servant!” After that the old lady 
regarded him as her son-in-law; they drank heavily together and finally 





HID BuosBulg 8 40 ANS me 





& 
= 
< 
oe 
a 
2 
| 
xz 
im 
an 
Lo 





(mx) 


REHBR, ARTEL. HELRBRS, AASRAA 
M. ASARK, WR. BPRS, MMR, WILK 
H, SR, RUSBR. KER, HAA. HA, 
WEA: “SPARS, MAR. MMTAMSA, Hari, 
WRRAPRS, WH?” ERM, KB. RR TR, UE 
MB, SHABMTTMRE, AME. RPM, BBL, 
WEA: “WARD, REE. HRMS, WP?” 
EMH. WMG, RAHN. MH, Like. HH 


ane maaan 


(oi#] 


FRAC A CHT FH HSMMRER, HFLHTRGH AS 
HR 
; MIU, SPREE MH, RA RRMRER, BRAK 
BINH R, KRM, HREK, AL—-A, AFREPH 
176 RHRMEDT, REKBLEAR. MHM, K-HS, BW 
MAAS BE, FRMERA-FAF, BRAN AHH 
BH, TAFE RH APRRARA, 

RK, FRHATH: “RSEMBMAR-FHAR, EFBRA 
YR. ERARRA-EMRH, FEL, ANRSER SM 
EAR. HS?” AFRORAFHAI MUR, PMHX, ¥ 
PERRET LRM, RT FRHRR, PER-RIIAF 
2UPHHS, HEMERT-AAGR, LKROHBL, FER 
AW, ATREPRAGH, NTN, FEAAFM: “HH 
BRBR—-PDAR, LAME R, AMMMPEKE-DL, Mi 
RALBRE, HD” AFERT. MHLATARAUGRD, K 
RAL-BRN, ALRB-R, RFTPEAR, RH, £B— 





parted. Next morning he had all his baggage brought round to their 
house and made it his home. 

Henceforward he shut himself up there, and his friends heard no 
more of him. He mixed only with actors, dancers and people of that 
kind, passing the time in wild sports and aimless feasting. When his 
money was spent he sold his horses and men-servants. In little over a 
year all his money, property, attendants and horses were gone. 

The old lady had begun to treat him coldly, but the girl seemed 
more devoted to him than ever. One day she said to him: “We have 
been together a year, but I am still not with child. They say that the spirit 
of the Bamboo Grove answers prayers as surely as an echo. Shall we 
go to his temple and offer a libation?” 

Not suspecting any plot, the young man was delighted. And hav- 
ing pawned his coat to buy wine and sacrificial meat, he went with her 
to the temple and prayed to the spirit. They spent two nights there and 
started back the third day, the young man riding a donkey behind the 
gitl’s carriage. When they reached the north gate of the Xuanyang quarter, 
she turned to him and said: “My aunt’s house is in a lane to the east near 
here. Suppose we rest there for a little?” 

He fell in with her wishes, and they had not gone more than a 
hundred paces when he saw a wide drive and their servant stopped the 





HID BuosBulg & Jo Aioig 


= 
Hy 
= 
Fs 
= 
BA 
a 
ba 











ae Baba ceam 





[ax] 


RAPRILZA: “BR” EF, BA-AMWA: “HH?” B: 
“Bet.” AG. RAMA, FTO, SEM, A: 
“BBRE?” 2TH, MMWSA: “MAR?” MMT. He 
WAFS. BL, BMAP TBE. PAU, OR, Th 
BMS. EER: “IMS ANB” SANS, LIER. AQ 
RRR, EBA, RH, A-ABKS, RE, A “HR 


RRE, HRA. HUA.” GMA: “HA! TTA 
H, MOR, HGR. ” WMS. HOS RULE, 


[Siz] 


RHKEBAF, BH: “NMAT. ” AFAPHLER, MA 
FAME F ZERO: “BH?” IB: “FE” PAB 
HR. K-BIL, A-BBAAHR, #HKMW+SB, 2 
ARHDF BL: “ARAPBAERT GD?” SERELER, BA 
EWA: “HHAKNMARABR? ” BALMER 
Ko FRBUATALRE, BLBLE, —RABLANRT 
WE. MRPMA— RRL, LEADe, AAR, RAK 
FARR. BRAM, HH, ATA: “ERE 
ACESS?” FERR-K, RAOS, Ms oear 
To HRIL, FHKREREAKR, MASHFELORS. Mert 
EKR, R-SABH-EXRBRD, FRAPCRAR, HF 
OHHH: “APRATSA, MARGE, CARURAT,. th 
PHARMD, ” FRM SITMRER: “ROB SRP T ! 
RBALELAEMBRE, REZLUEARG, RHARFH— 
RAR.” AFRMPEMT, RENTER TI LQ, BPG 


carriage, saying: “We have arrived.” The young man got down and was 
met by a man-servant who came out to ask who they were. When told 
that it was Mistress Li, he went back and announced her. Presently a 
woman of about forty came out. 

She greeted our hero and asked: “Has my niece arrived?” The girl 
alighted from the carriage and her aunt welcomed her, saying: “Why 
haven’t you been here for so long?” They exchanged glances and laughed. 
Then the girl introduced him to her aunt, after which they all went into 
a side garden near the western gate. There was a pavilion set in a pro- 
fusion of bamboos and trees amid quiet pools and summer-houses. 

“Does this garden belong to your aunt?” the young man asked. 

The girl laughed, but instead of answering she spoke of some- 
thing else. 

Delicious tea and cakes were served. But almost at once a man 
galloped up on a Fergana horse which was all in a lather. “The old lady 
has been taken very ill,” he gasped. “She is beginning to be delirious. 
You had better hurry back.” 

“I am so worried,” said the girl to her aunt. “Let me take the 
horse. and ride on ahead. Then I will send it back, and you and my 
husband.can come along later.” The young man was anxious to go 
with her, but the aunt whispered to her maid to stop him at the gate. 
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“My sister must be dead by now,” she said. “You and I ought to 
discuss the funeral together. What good can you do by running after 
her in an emergency like this?” So he stayed, to discuss the funeral and 
mourning rites. 

It grew late, but still the horse had not come back. “I wonder 
what can have happened?” said the aunt. “You had better hurry over to 
see, I will come on later.” 

The young man set out. When he reached the house he found the 
gate firmly locked and sealed. Astounded, he questioned the neighbours. 
“Mistress Li only rented this house,” they told him.“When her lease 
was up, the landlord took it back, and she moved away, She left two 
days ago.” But when he asked her new address, they did not know it. 

He thought of hurrying back to the Kuanyang quarter to question 
the aunt, but it was already too late. So he pawned some of his clothes 
to procure himself supper and a bed. He was too angry to sleep, 
however, and did not close his eyes from dusk till dawn. Early in the 
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morning he rode on his donkey to the aunt’s house, but although he 
knocked on the door for the time it takes for a meal, no one answered. 
At last his loud shouts brought a footman slowly to the door. The 
young man immediately asked for the aunt. 

“She doesn’t live here,” answered the footman. 

“But she was here yesterday evening,” the young man protested. 
“Are you trying to fool me?” He enquired whose house it was. 

“This is the residence of his Excellency Master Cui. Yesterday 
somebody hired his courtyard to entertain a cousin coming from a 
distance, but they were gone before nightfall.” 

Bewildered and nearly distracted, the young man did not know 
what to do. He went back to his old lodgings in the Buzheng quarter. 
The landlord was sorry for him and offered to feed him; but in his 
despair he could eat nothing, and after three days he fell seriously ill. In 
another fortnight he was so weak that the landlord feared he could not 
live, and carried him to the undertakers. As he lay there at the point of 
death, all the undertakers in the market pitied him and nursed him, until 
he was well enough to walk with a stick. 

The undertakers then hired him by the day to hold up the mourn- 
ing curtains, and in this way he earned just enough to support himself. 
Ina few months he grew quite strong again, but the mourners’ chants 
always made him regret that he could not change places with the dead, 
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and he would burst out sobbing and weeping, unable to restrain his 
tears. When he went home he would imitate their chants. Being a man 
of intelligence, he very soon mastered the art and became the most 
expert mourner in the whole capital. 

It happened that the undertakers in the East and West Markets at 
this time were rivals. The undertakers in the East Market turned out 
magnificent hearses and biers — in this respect they were unrivalled — 
but the mourners they provided were rather poor. Hearing of our 
hero’s skill, the chief undertaker offered him twenty thousand cash for 
his services; and the experts of the East Market secretly taught the 
young man all the fresh tunes they knew, singing in harmony with him. 
This went on in secret for several weeks. Then the two chief undertak- 
ets agreed to give an exhibition in Tianmen Street to see which was 
better. The loser would forfeit 50,000 cash to cover the cost of the 
refreshments provided. An agreement to this effect was drawn up and 
duly witnessed. 

‘Tens of thousands of people gathered to watch the contest.The 
chief of the quarter got wind of the proceedings and told the chief of 
police. The chief of police told the city magistrate. Very soon all the 
citizens of the capital were hurrying to the spot and every house in the 
city was empty. 
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The exhibition started at dawn. Coaches, hearses, and all kinds of 
funeral trappings had been displayed for a whole morning, but still the 
undertakers from the West Market could establish no superiority, and 
their chief was filled with shame. He built a platform in the south 
cornet of the square, and a man with a long beard came forward, 
holding a hand-bell and attended by several assistants. He wagged his 
beard, raised his eyebrows, folded his arms and bowed. Then, mount- 
ing the platform, he sang the White Horse dirge. Proud of his skill, he 
looked to right and to left as if he knew himself unrivalled. Shouts of 
approval were heard on every side, and he was convinced that he must 
be the best dirge singer of his time who could not possibly be surpassed. 

Presently the chief undertaker of the East Market built a platform 
in the north corner of the square, and a young man in a black cap came 
forward, accompanied by five or six assistants and carrying a bunch of 
hearse-plumes in his hand. ‘This was our hero. 

He adjusted his clothes, looked slowly up and down, then cleared 
his throat and began to sing with an air of diffidence. He sang the dirge 
Dew on the Garlic, and his voice rose so shrill and clear that its echoes 
shook the forest trees. Before he had finished the first verse, all who 
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heard were sobbing and hiding their tears. They started jeering at the 
chief undertaker of the West Market until, overcome by shame, he 
stealthily put down the money he had forfeited and fled, to the amaze- 
ment of the crowd. 

Now the emperor had recently ordered the governors of outly- 
ing provinces to confer with him at the capital once a year. This was 
called the “Yearly Reckoning.” Thus our hero’s father happened to be 
at the capital too, and he and some of his colleagues, discarding their 
official robes and insignia, had slipped out to watch the contest.-With 
them was an old servant, the husband of the young man’s foster-nurse. 
Recognizing our hero’s accent and gait, he wanted to accost him but 
dared not and wept. Surprised, the Lord of Yingyang asked him why 
he was crying. 

“Sir,” replied the servant, “the young man who is singing reminds 
me of your lost son.” 

“My son was murdered by robbers, because I gave him too much 
money,” said the Lord of Yingyang, “This cannot be he.” So saying, 
he began to weep too and went back to his lodging. 

The old servant then went again to ask some of the undertakers: 
“Who was that singer? Where did he learn such skill?” They told him it 
was the son of such a one, and when he asked the young man’s own 
name, that too was unfamiliar. The old servant was so much puzzled 





HID BuosBulg 8 jo Aig a 


4 
z 
= 
) 
= 
Pry 
= 
= 
A 
a 
Cd 











an ea 


| 





[ax] 


R; RE, WMS. EREEH, HAHETA. Smee 
RA: “GRP?” ATM. BRU. SRS, LRA: “ak 
Hw, RA! MMA, QAM?” eT, BAT 
ABR, SEKR, UVSRMZHA, ERENT. LHS 
WHA. Hits AMS, ASRS, MGM. SIAR 
SEER. B, Wo PRM. #2, RA, AHH. As 
A, DSRMIK, Be. A, FARRAR. HRRS 
SBE, BE MERZ, —F, KFHA. TMS, 


[Siz] 


BME, BERRLELWHEA, PERK, RHAAREAR 
ERR, BMAREBE MH RM: “RMR RR RGAE 


2" HE, SHOABKAR, 


EAA PRAT EE, AFM RRB: “MED 
BoE R, AAERAENAM! BHPARHARML? ” 
FARFHN, CATFAHTRSE-AKSA RHA, HART 
RM, ABM TLAM, AFRERED MMT HAR, F 
HL, AFURFLZFHAT. 

K—-FH, MAELO SELLELHAHR PAM, CAR 
URGHERBAL GME, AR-RABLT—H, ELULBPA 
EEKRERUMAFHEBZT. RIANTAS, RMAF MUNA 
— RAL, MAB, PTR, ATFRRAR, BH 
KU PACE GREER, AP SEREKS, ADOBE 
hh, RRI—-KR, BFABEER. —PSAMMZ, AFFRA 
ROH, SHRM HLASHRET, RAB, CMRLK, 
MFLOKUMSTA REM, RARE, Ki MREHAB 





that he determined to put the matter to the test for himself. But when 
the young man saw him he gave a start, and tried to hide in the crowd. 
‘The servant caught hold of his sleeve, and said: “Surely it is you!” Then 
they embraced and wept, and presently went back together. 

But when the young man came to his father’s lodging, the lord of 
Yingyang was angry with him and said: “Your conduct has disgraced 
the family. How dare you show your face again?” So saying he took 
him out of the house and led him to the ground between Quijiang and 
Xingyuan. Here he stripped him naked and gave him several hundred 
strokes with his horse-whip, till the young man succumbed to the pain 
and collapsed. Then his father left, thinking he was dead. 

However, the young man’s singing-master had asked some of his 
friends to keep a secret watch on him, and now they came back and 
told the others what had happened. They were all greatly upset, and 
two men were dispatched with a reed mat to bury him. When they got 
there they found his heart still warm, and when they had held him up 
for some time he started breathing again. So they carried him home 
and gave him liquid food through a reed pipe. The next morning he 
recovered consciousness, but for a whole month he was unable to 
move his hands and feet. Moreover, the sores left by his thrashing 
festered and gave out such a stench that his friends could not stand it 
and one night they abandoned him by the roadside. 

The passers-by, however, took pity on him and threw him scraps 
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of food, so that he did not starve. After three months he was well 
enough to hobble about with a stick. Clad in a linen coat — which was 
knotted together in a hundred places, so that it looked as tattered as a 
quail’s tail — and carrying a broken saucer in his hand, he started to beg 
his way through the various quarters of the city. Autumn had now 
turned to winter. He spent his nights in lavatories and caves and his 
days haunting the markets and booths. 

One day when it was snowing hard, hunger and cold had driven 
him into the streets. His bitter cry pierced all who heard it to the heart. 
But the snow was so heavy that hardly a house had its outer door open. 

When he reached the eastern gate of the Anyi quarter, he went 
north along the wall until he came to the seventh or eighth house which 
he found had the left half of its double door open. This was the house 
where the girl Li was then living, although the young man did not 
know it. 

He stood at the door wailing persistently. And hunger and cold 
had made his cry so pitiful that you could scarcely bear to hear it. 

The girl heard it from her room, and said to her maid: “That is 
my lover. I know his voice.” She flew to the door and found him 
there, so emaciated and covered with sores that he seemed scarcely 
human. 
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“Can it be you?” she exclaimed, deeply moved. The young man 
simply nodded, too overcome by anger and excitement to speak. 

She threw her arms round his neck, then wrapped him in her own 
embroidered jacket, led him to the western chamber and said in a 
choked voice: “It is all my fault that this has happened to you.” And 
with these words she swooned. 

The old woman came hurrying over in great alarm, crying: “What 
is it?” When the girl told her who had come, she immediately raised 
objections. “Send him packing!” she cried. “What did you bring him in 
here for?” 

But the girl looked grave and protested: “No! This is the son of a 
noble house. Once he rode in grand carriages and wore fine clothes. 
But within a year of coming to our house he lost all he had. And then 
we got tid of him by a contemptible trick. We have ruined his career 
and made him despised by his fellow men. The love of father and son 
is implanted by Heaven; yet because of us his father hardened his heart 
and tried to kill him, then abandoned him so that he was reduced to 
this state.” 

“Everyone in the land knows that it was I who brought him to 
this. The court is full of his relatives. Once the authorities come to 
investigate this business, we shall be ruined. And since we have de- 
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ceived Heaven and injured men, no spirits will take our part. Do we 
want to offend the gods and bring such misfortune on ourselves?” 

“ have lived as your daughter for twenty years, and my earnings 
amount to nearly a thousand pieces of gold. You are over sixty now, 
and I would like to give you enough to cover your expenses for an- 
other twenty years to buy my freedom, so that I can live somewhere 
else with this young man. We will not go far away. I shall see to it that 
we ate near enough to pay our respects to you both morning and 

The old woman saw that the girl’s mind was made up, so she gave 
her consent. When she had paid her ransom, the girl had several hun- 
dred pieces of gold left, and with them she hired a few rooms, five 
doots to the north. Here she gave the young man bath, changed his 
clothes, fed him first with hot gruel, which was easy to digest, and later 
on with cheese and milk. ‘ 

In a few weeks she was giving him all the choicest delicacies of 
land and sea. She clothed him, too, in the finest caps, shoes and stock- 
ings she could buy. In a few months he began to put on weight, and by 
the end of the year his health was as good as ever. 

One day the girl said to him: “Now you are strong again and have 
got back your netve. Try to think how much you remember of your 
old literary studies.” 
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After a moment’s thought he answered: “About a quarter.” 

_ Then she ordered her carriage to be got ready, and the young man 
followed her on horseback. When they reached the classical bookshop 
at the side-gate south of the Flag Tower, she made him choose all the 
books he wanted, to the tune of a hundred pieces of gold. With these 
packed in the carriage, she drove home. She now bade him set aside all 
other cares, to give his whole mind to his studies. Every evening he 
poted over his books, with the girl at his side, and would not sleep 
before midnight. If she saw that he was tired, she would advise him to 
write a poem or ode by way of relaxation. 

In two years he had thoroughly mastered his subjects, having read 
all the books in the kingdom. “Now I can go in for the examinations,” 
he said. ; 

But she answered, “No, you had better revise thoroughly, to be 
ready for all contingencies.” 

After another year, she said, “Now you may go.” 

He passed the examination with high distinction at the first attempt, 
and his teputation spread through the Ministry of Ceremony. Even 
older men, when they read his compositions, felt the greatest respect 
for him and wanted to become his friends. 

But the girl said: “Wait a little! Nowadays when a bachelor of arts 
has passed his examination, he thinks he deserves to become a high 
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official and enjoy fame throughout the empire. But your shady past 
puts you at.a disadvantage beside your fellow scholars. You must sharpen 
your weapons, to win a second victory. Then you can rival the best 
scholars.” 

Then the young man worked harder than ever, and his reputation 
grew. That year there was a special examination to select scholars of 

* outstanding talent from all parts of the empire. The young man took 
the paper on criticism of the government and advice to the emperor, 
and came out top. He was appointed Army Inspector at Chengdu. 
Many high government officials were now his friends. 

When he was about to take up his post, the girl said to him: “Now 
that you have regained your proper status, I no longer feel I have in- 
jured you. Let me go back and look after the old lady till she dies. You 
must marty a girl from some great family, who is fit to sactifice to your 
ancestors. Don’t injure yourself by an imprudent match. Take care of 
yourself] I must leave you.” 

The young man burst into tears and said: “If you leave me, I shall 
cut my throat.” 

But still she insisted that they must part. 

He pleaded with her even more passionately, until she said: “Very 
well. I will go with you across the river as far as Jianmen. Then you 
must send me back.” 

To that he consented. 

Ina few weeks they reached Jianmen. Before they left a procla- 
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mation had been issued announcing that the young man’s father, who 
had been Governor of Changzhou, had been summoned to the capi- 

tal and appointed Governor of Chengdu and Inspector of Jianmen. 
Twelve days later, the Governor of Chengdu reached Jianmen, and the 
young man sent in his card to the posting-station where he was staying. 
The Lord of Yingyang could not believe that this was his son, yet the 
card bore the names of the young man’s father and gtandfather, with 
their ranks and titles. He was astounded. He sent for his son and, when 
he arrived, fell on his neck and wept bitterly. 

“Now you are my son again,” he said, and asked him to tell his 
story. When he had heard it, the Lord of Yingyang was amazed and 
inquired where the girl was. 

“She came this far with me,” answered the young man. “But now 
she is going back again.” 

“That won’t do,” said his father. 

The next day he took his son in his carriage to Chengdu but kept 
the gril at Jianmen, finding suitable lodgings for her. The following day 
he ordered a go-between to arrange the wedding and prepare the six 
ceremonies to welcome the bride. Thus they were duly married. In the 
years that followed the girl proved herself a devoted wife and compe- 
tent house-keeper, who was loved by all her relations. 

Some yeats later both the young man’s parents died, and he showed 
such filial piety in his mourning that a divine fungus appeared on the 
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roof of his mourning-hut and the grain in that district grew three ears 
on each stalk. The local authorities reported this to the emperor, and 
informed him too that several dozen white swallows had nested in the 
tafters of our hero’s roof. The emperor was so impressed that he 
immediately raised the young man’s rank. 

When the three years of mourning were over, he was successively 
promoted to various important posts. Within ten years he was gover- 
nor of several provinces, while his wife was given the title Lady of 
Qiankuo. They had four sons, all of whom became high officials, the 
least successful of them becoming Governor of Taiyuan. All four sons 
martied into great families, so that all their relations were powerful and 
prosperous and their good fortune was unequalled. 

How amazing that a singsong girl should have shown a degree of 
constancy rarely surpassed by the heroines of old! It really takes one’s 
breath away. 

My great-uncle was Governor of Jinzhou, an official in the Min- 
istry of Finance, and later Inspector of Roads and Waterways. The 
hero of this story was his predecessor in these three posts, so that my 
great-uncle knew all the details of his adventures. One day during the 
Chen Yuan period (785-805), Li Gongzuo of Longxi and I happened 
to be talking of wives who had distinguished themselves by their integrity, 
and I told him the story of the Lady of Qiankuo. He listened with rapt 
attention, and asked me to write it down. So I took up my brush, 
dipped it into the ink, and jotted down this rough outline of the tale to 
pteserve it. It was written in the eighth month of the year Yi Hai (795). 
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WU SHUANG THE PEERLESS 
Xue Tiao 


Liu Zhen, a courtier during the Xian Zhong period (780-783), had 
a nephew called Wang Xianke whom he brought up in his own family 
because Wang’s father had died. Liu’s daughter Wushuang (the peerless) 
was a few years younger than Wang and the two children played together; 
while Liu’s wife was so fond of her nephew that she gave him pet 
names, Several years passed, during which Liu was as kind as could be 
to his widowed sister and her son. 

One day Wang’s mother fell ill, and as she lay dying she said to Liu: 


“T have only this one child, and you know how I love him. I am sorty 


that I shan’t live to see him marry. Wushuang is a beautiful, intelligent 
girl, and I love her dearly too. Don’t marry her into any other family. I 
entrust my son to you. If you consent to their marriage, I shall die 
content.” 

“Set your mind at rest — you will recover,” said Liu. “Don’t 
worry about anything else.” But the lad’s mother died, and Wang took 
her coffin back to his house at Xiangyang for burial. 
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After the three years mourning, he thought: “I am all alone in the 
world. I had better take a wife and have children. Wushuang is old 
enough to marry, and my uncle surely won’t go back on his word even 
though he is now a high official.” So he got his luggage ready and went 
to the capital. 

By this time Liu was land tax commissioner and had a magnificent 
mansion, crowded with high-ranking visitors. When Wang called on 
him, Liu lodged him in the family school with his own children. But 
although acknowledged as his nephew, for a long time the young man 
heard nothing about the marriage. He had caught one glimpse of 
Wushuang from a window, and she was as radiantly beautiful as a 
goddess come down to earth. He fell madly in love with her; but, 
afraid his uncle would not consent to their marriage, sold all that he had 
to raise several million cash. With this money he tipped his uncle’s and 
aunt's attendants and servants lavishly, and gave feasts and drinking 
parties until he had gained free access to the inner court of the house. 
He also treated his cousins among whom he lived with the greatest 
respect. On his aunt’s birthday, he pleased her by buying novel and rare 
presents — trinkets of carved rhinoceros horn and jade. And about 
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ten days later, he sent an old woman to her to ask for Wushuang’s hand. 

“This is what I want too,” said his aunt. “We must have a talk 
about it.” 

A few days later a servant informed him. “The mistress has been 
talking to the master about the marriage. But, judging by the way the 
master behaved, there seems to be some hitch.” When Wang heard this 
he fell into despair and could not sleep all night, for fear his uncle 
would refuse him, However, he went on doing his best to please him. 

One day Liu went to the court but came galloping home at dawn, 
perspiring and out of breath, able only to gasp: “Bolt the gate! Bolt the 
gate!” The whole household was thrown into confusion, and no one 
could guess what had happened. Presently Liu told them, “The troops 
at Jingyuan have revolted, and Yao Lingyan has entered the Hanyuan 
Hall in the imperial court with an armed force! The emperor has left 
the palace by the North Gate, and all his ministers have fled with him. 
Concern for my wife and daughter made me come back to put my 
affairs in order. Call Xianke at once to look after my family, and I shall 
marry Wushuang to him.” 
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‘At this Wang was surprised and overjoyed. He thanked his uncle 
who, having loaded twenty baggage animals with gold, silver and silk, 
said to him, “Change your clothes and take these things out by Kaiyuan 
Gate, then hire rooms in some quiet inn. I shall bring your aunt and 
Wushuang after you by a roundabout route from Qixia Gate.” 

Wang did as he was told, waiting in an inn outside the city; but by 
sunset they had still not arrived, and since noonday the city gates had 
been closed. Tired of looking south for the arrival of his uncle’s family, 
Wang mounted his horse and rode with a torch in his hand around the 
city until he came to Qixia Gate. This gate was bolted too and there 
were guards there holding staffs, some standing and some sitting. __ 

“What has happened in the city?” he ventured to ask, dismounting 
from his horse. “Has anyone passed this way?” 

“Marshal Zhu Ze has made himself emperor,” said one guard. 
“In the afternoon a richly dressed man who had four or five women 
with him tried to leave through this gate. Everybody in the street knew 
him. They said he was Liu, the land tax commissioner, so the officer in 
charge dared not let him pass. Later in the evening horsemen came to 
arrest him, and took all his family to the north part of the city.” 
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Wang burst out sobbing, and returned to his inn. Towards mid- 
night the city gates burst open and torches shone bright as day as shout- 
ing soldiers armed with swords and other weapons poured out to 
hunt down and kill any runaway couriers. Abandoning the baggage, 
Wang fled in fright. 

After three years spent in his country house at Kiangyang, when 
news came that the rebellion had been suppressed, order restored in 
the capital and the whole empire pacified, he returned to Chang’an to 
find out what had become of his uncle. He had reached the south of 
the Xinchang quarter and was reining in his horse, wondering where to 
go, when someone accosted him; and looking carefully he saw that it 
was his former servant Saihong, This Saihong had served Wang’s father, 
and Liu finding him useful kept him on. Wang grasped his hand and 
they shed tears. 

“Are my uncle and aunt well?” asked the young man. 

“They ate living in the Xinhua quarter,” Saihong told him. 

Wang was overjoyed and cried, “I shall go there then.” 

“] am a freeman now,” said Saihong, “I am staying with a man 
who has a small house of his own and make a living by selling silk. Itis 
late. You had better spend the night with me, and we can go together 
tomorrow.” Then Saihong took him to his house where they had a 
good meal with plenty to drink. Later in the evening word came that, 
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because Liu had worked for the rebels, he and his wife had been ex- 


ecuted while Wushuang had been taken to the palace as a maid. 

In his grief Wang cried aloud till all the neighbours were moved 
to pity. 

‘Wide though the world is,” he told Saihong, “I have no folk of 
my own. Where can I go?” Then he asked, “Are there any of the old 
family servants left?” 

“Only Wushuang’s maid Caiping,” replied Saihong. “She is 
working now in the house of General Wang, captain of the impe- 
rial guards.” 

“If I cannot see Wushuang again,” sighed Wang, “I shall die con- 
tent if only I can see her maid.” 

He paid a visit to the general, who had been his uncle’s friend, told 
him the whole story from beginning to end and asked to redeem the 
maid with a good sum of money. The general was touched by his 
story, and agreed. Wang then rented a house, where he lived with Saihong 
and Caiping. 

One day Saihong said: “Young master, you are a grown man now, 
you should find some official post instead of moping at home all the 
time.” Wang let himself be persuaded, and asked the general’s help. 
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‘The general recommended him to City Magistrate Li, and the latter 
was able to have him appointed magistrate of Fuping and concur- 
rently master of the Changle posting-station. 

Several months later, a report came that a certain palace official 
was takirig thirty handmaids to the mausoleum to set the place in good 
order. They would travel in ten curtained carriages and put up at the 
Changle posting-station. 

“T hear the palace maids selected are all girls from good families,” 
Wang told Saihong. “I wonder if Wushuang is among them. Could 
you find out for me?” 

“There are thousands of palace maids,” retorted Saihong. “Why 
should Wushuang be one of these?” 

“Go anyway,” urged Wang. “You never know.” 

Saihong accordingly pretended to be a station officer and went to 
boil tea outside the curtain of the girls’ room. Wang had given him 
three thousand cash and told him: “Stay by the stove. Don’t leave the 
spot. And if you see her, report to me at once.” But the palace maids 
kept out of sight on the other side of the curtain, and could only be 
heard talking together at night. When it grew late and all was still, Saihong 
washed his bowls and stoked his fire but dared not sleep. Suddenly 
someone called from the other side of the curtain: “Saihong! Saihong! 
How did you know I was here? Is my betrothed well?” Then there was 
the sound of sobbing. 
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“Our young master is now in charge of this posting-station,” said 
Saihong, “He thought you might be here today, so he sent me with his 
_ “I cannot say any more now,” the girl replied. “Tomorrow after 
we leave, you will find a letter to my betrothed under the purple quilt in 
the northeast pavilion.” After saying this she moved away. Presently he 
heard a great commotion inside and cries of “She has fainted!” The 
officer in charge shouted for a cordial. It was Wushuang who had 
fainted. 

Saihong hurried to report this to Wang, who in desperation 
demanded, “How can I see her?” 

“Wei Bridge is under repair,” suggested Saihong, “You might pre- 
tend to be the officer in charge, and stand near where the carriages 
pass. When Wushuang recognizes you, she will draw the curtain and 
you will see her.” : 

Wang did as Saihong proposed. When the third carriage passed, 
the curtain was drawn and the sight of Wushuang filled him with grief 
and longing. Meantime Saihong had found the letter under the quilt in 
the pavilion. There were five sheets of paper with a printed design 
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covered with the girl’s writing and telling all that had befallen her and 
het utter misery. Wang shed bitter tears as he read it, certain in his heart 
that they would never meet again. But in a postscript to the letter she 
wrote, “I have heard that a bailiff named Gu in Fuping is a man you 
can turn to in trouble. Could you ask him to help?” 

Wang requested his superior officer to relieve him of his duty at 
the posting-station, and went back to serve as magistrate of Fuping. 
He called on Bailiff Gu in his country house then for a whole year paid 
him frequent visits and tried in every way to please him, making him 
innumerable presents of embroidered silk and precious jewels. But not 
aword did he breathe all that time of his request. And when his term 
of office expired, he stayed on in the county. 

One day Gu came to see him and said, “I’m a rough soldier, 
getting on in years. 'There’s not much I can do for anyone. But you have 
treated me well, and I feel you must want something of me. I have a 
sense of chivalry, and I appreciate your friendship so much I mean to 
repay you even if it costs me my life.” 

Wang shed tears and bowed, then told him the whole story. When 
he had heard it, Gu looked up at the sky and clapped his head with his 
hand several times. “This is very difficult!” he exclaimed. “T shall try to 
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help, but don’t expect quick results.” 

Wang bowed again and responded, “If I can only see her again 
alive, I don’t mind how long I have to wait.” 

Half a year passed without any news. Then one day there came a 
knock at Wang’s door and a letter was delivered from Gu, which said, 
“My envoy to Mao Mountain has returned. Come over.” Wang gal- 
loped there at once, but Gu said nothing. When asked about his envoy, 
he replied, “I have killed him. Drink some tea.” Later that night he 
asked, “Do you have a maid in your house who knows Wushuang?” 
Wang told him that Caiping did and at once had her brought there. 


After looking her over carefully, Gu smiled approvingly and said, “T. 


shall borrow her for a few days. You may go back now.” 

A few days later it was rumoured that some high official had 
passed through the county, and one of the palace maids had been put 
to death. Filled with misgivings, Wang asked Saihong to make enquiries, 
and found that the gitl executed was Wushuang. He wept and sobbed. 
“T had hoped that Gu could help,” He sighed, “but now she is dead! 
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What shall I do?” He shed tears and groaned, unable to restrain himself. 

That same night, after midnight, Wang heard violent knocking at 
the door and when he opened it found Gu there with a stretcher. 

“This is Wushuang,” Gu told him. “To all appearances she is dead, 
but her heart is still watm. She will revive tomorfow, and you can give 
het-some medicine, But you keep this quiet!” Wang carried the girl 
inside and kept watch. At dawn her limbs grew warm and she opened 
her eyes, but the sight of Wang made she cry out and faint away. He 
tended her and gave her cordials till night, when she recovered. 

Gu told Wang, “Today I am repaying your kindness in full. I heard 
that a priest in Mao Mountain had a strange drug. Any one who takes 
it appears to die suddenly, but actually revives within three days. So I 
sent someone to ask for it, and managed to get one pill. Yesterday I 
asked Caiping to disguise herself as an imperial envoy and give Wushuang 
this pill, ordering her to commit suicide because she was connected 
with the rebel party. At the mausoleum I pretended to be a relative, 
and redeemed her body with a hundred bolts of silk. I had to give big 
bribes to all the people on the way, to avoid being discovered. You 
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must not stay here any longer. Outside the door you will find ten porters, 
five horses and two hundred bolts of silk. Take Wushuang away with 
you before dawn, changing your names and covering up your tracks to 
avoid trouble.” 

Before daybreak, Wang and Wushuang left. They travelled through 
the gorges until they reached Jiangling, where they stayed for some 
time, When they heard nothing from the capital to alarm them, Wang 
took his wife back to his country house at Xiangyang, where they 
remained all their life and where they had many children. 

"There are many vicissitudes, strange encounters and separations in 
human life, but I have heard of nothing comparable to this story, which 
I often say is unique in history. Wushuang lost her freedom during 
troubled times, but Wang remained loyal to his love and finally won 
her, thanks to the strange measures taken by Gu. After overcoming so 
many difficulties, the young couple was eventually able to escape and 
return to their home, where they lived happily as husband and wife for 
fifty years. A remarkable story! 
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THE SPENDTHRIFT AND 
THE ALCHEMIST 
Li Fuyan 


Du Zichun, who lived at the end of the Northern Zhou Dynasty 
(557-581) and the beginning of the Sui Dynasty (581-617), was a young 
spendthrift who neglected his estate. Dissolute, fond of drinking and 
low pleasures, he soon squandered his fortune; and relatives whom he 
asked to take him in all turned him away because he refused to work. 
One winter day, raged and hungry, he loitered till it was late at the west 
gate of the East Market, not knowing where to go. A picture of misery, 
he stood there looking up at the sky and sighing. 

An old man with a stick came up and asked him, “Why are you 

ighing?” 

Then Du poured out his indignation at his relatives’ heartlessness. 
His face revealed his feelings. 

“How much money do you need?” asked the old man. 

“I could manage with thirty or forty thousand,” said Du. 
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“That’s not enough,” said the old man. “Think again.” 

“A hundred thousand.” 

“That’s not enough.” 

“A million.” 

“That’s not enough.” 

“Three million.” 

“That’s mote like it,” said the old man. He took some money 
from his sleeve and gave it to Du, saying, “This is for tonight. Tomor- 
row at noon I shall wait for you at the Persian Hostel in the West 
Market. Be sure to come on time.” 

Du went there punctually the next day, and sure enough the old 
man gave him three million cash, but then left without disclosing his 
snes i 

Now that he was rich, Du became spendthrift once more, confi- 
dent that his vagabond life was over. He bought fine horses and rich 
clothes, and gathered boon companions to enjoy music and dancing in 
the courtesafs’ quarter. Not once did it occur to him to invest his money. 
Ina couple of years he had nothing left and had to sell his rich clothes, 
carriages and horses to buy cheaper ones. Eventually he sold his last 
horse and bought a donkey, then sold his donkey to go on foot, until 
soon he was as destitute as ever. 

Once again he did nat know what to do, and could only lament 
his fate at the market gate. At once the old man appeared, grasped his 
hand and said, “What! Are you reduced to this again? Tell me how 
much you need, and I will help you.” 
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Du was ashamed to answer, and although the old man pressed 
him he kept declining. At last the old man said, “Come tomorrow at 
noon to where we met before.” 

Dnu did so, in spite of his shame, and received ten million cash. 
Before accepting, he was determined to turn over a new leaf and go 
into business so that he could outdo the richest men of old. But with 
money in his hands, he forgot his good resolutions and became as 
fond of pleasures as before. So in three or four years he was poorer 
than ever and once again he met the old man in the same place. Over- 
come with shame, Du hid his face and turned to go, but the old man 
took hold of his coat and stopped him, saying, “How badly you manage!” 
With that he gave him another thirty million, and said, “If this does not 
cure you, you must be beyond saving.” 

Du thought, “I have led a dissolute life and run through all my 
property, and none of my relatives have ever helped me. Now here is 
this old man who has given me money three times — how can I repay 
him?” So he said to the old man, “With this sum I can settle my worldly 
affairs, make provision for my.poot relatives and fulfil all my obligations. 
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I am deeply grateful to you. After my affairs are settled, I shall do 
whatever you tell me.” 

“That is what I wish,” was the old man’s reply. “After you have 
settled your affairs, meet me on the fifteenth of the seventh month 
next year under the twin juniper trees in front of the Taoist temple.” 

As most of Du’s poor relatives lived in the southern Huai River 
valley, he bought more than one thousand five hundred actes of land 
near Yangzhou, erected mansions in the suburbs of the city and built 
more than a hundred country villas by the chief highways. Having settled 
his poor relations there, he arranged marriages for his nephews and 
nieces, and moved back to the ancestral burial place all members. of 
the clan who had been buried outside. He repaid all who had helped 
him, too, and settled scores with old enemies. This done, he went to 
the temple on the date appointed. 

He found the old man singing in the shade of the twin juniper 
trees, and together they set out for Yuntai Peak on Hua Mountain. 
After they had walked about fifteen miles they came to an imposing 
mansion which was obviously not the home of any common man, 
Bright clouds hovered over it and phoenixes and storks were flying 
there. In the central hall was a cauldron over nine feet high in which 


drugs were being brewed, and the purple flame cast a bright light on 





ysiweyoiy el pue yULapUEds eUL 


a 
= 
< 
Ss 
= 
2 
= 
=z 
a 
a 








i 
t 





[mi3c] 


RAP. ELMA, PPTL. PRA, Dea. HM A 
H, BASRREK, HRCA. HAAN, BE, 
UFR. CHRZIZ. M-REBTA, BERAMA. MA: 
“CE, REM ERRVEORK, RAZLRAARAR, 7 
PHIERK. AMRHHAR, ROR, ALHG. 4—bse 
Bwa.” Famk. FERER-EBR, WHEKHE. Ht 
BA, MERLE, TRAM, BRAS, MZ HKM. H 
—RRHE, SKLR. ADHHSH, HERA. RERA 


[oz] 


REROKAY, PORHKEHKBS, KAMANAFHE. 
BMARAKAP OR, PHP, SHA, ORTH. 
skit, RKRERT, EAFHCBKAHMAHRM, HRAT 
—EAFKEMH, RHKECME, RHSKERF HM RW 
Wi, BARZMAESAP—-HBBBERTA, ib that KL, 
RER-KRAMIAL, LEFRPA SM HHKLAL MH, 
ASM: “PRR, RRR. PRMRAH, MRR 
SL, ES, WR, REMDRARARMBH, LATRMUHHE, 
MARAE, HRZHUFEHE, RERSCHLARE 
Hh, LHERRRUMS HA, H-RAFRAHMHRLE, ” 
LZATHR-SRAWBT. RTRAABFE, RA-OKH, 
sr ERT K, 

LEM BTEF, RTRRADNBPERBR, KB. RP 
BARA, RFLFHRABULEAS, FY ARKHAM, KP 
—AMAKHE, FH-XF. MEFRHKSEF, BHD 
HBAEPRH, ALESAAA, AZGH, AHFHLARAL 





the windows. Around the cauldron stood magic figures of the Jade 
Virgins, the Green Dragons and the White Tigers. 

It was now nearly sunset, and the old man took off his ordinary 
dress and revealed himself as a priest in a yellow cap and red cape. He 
gave Du three white marble pills and a goblet of wine, then made him 
sit on a tiger skin by the west wall, facing east. “Be sure not to say a 
word,” he warned him. “Not even if you see deities, devils, vampires, 
wild beasts, the horrors of hell, or your relatives bound and in agony 
— it will all be an illusion. But you must neither speak nor stir. Have no 
fear, for no harm will come to you. At all costs, remember what I have 
said.” With that he disappeared. When Qu loofed round the hall, he 
saw nothing but a huge jar filled with water. 

The priest had no sooner gone than thousands of chariots and 
horsemen swept over the hills and valleys with flags flying and weap- 
ons gleaming. Their battle cries shook heaven and earth. Their com- 
mander was over ten feet in height and both he and his charger were in 
gilded armour which dazzled the eye. This giant led several hundred 
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warriors straight to the hall, where they unsheathed their swords and 
stretched taut their bows. “Who are you?” the commander roared at 
Du. “How dare you confront me?” All the warriors rushed forward 
with drawn swords to demanded Du’s name and reason for being 
there, But he said not a word. This so enraged them that furious yells 
of “Shoot him! Kill him!”resounded like thunder. Still he said not a 
word, and finally the commander withdrew, fuming with rage. 

Then fierce tigers, deadly dragons, griffins, lions and tens of thou- 
sands of cobras rushed forward roaring and hissing, threatening to 
swallow Du up or throw themselves on him. But not a muscle of his 
face moved, and soon these monsters vanished too. 

‘Then torrential rain fell and the day grew dark. Lightning flashed 
around him and thunderbolts crashed beside him, until he could not 
open his eyes. The courtyard was presently more than ten feet deep in 
water which pouted swift as lightning, loud as thunder, and irresistible 
as a deluge into the hall. Ina flash the water had reached him. But Du 
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sat thete ignoring it till the flood vanished too. 

Then the commander retumed, leading ox-headed jailers and other 
foul friends from hell. They set a boiling cauldron before Du and 
hemmed him in with long spears, swords and prongs. “If he will tell 
his name, then let him go,” ordered the commander. “Otherwise, run 
him through and throw him into the cauldron.” 

Still he said nothing. 

Then they brought in his wife and threw her down at the foot of 
the steps leading to the hall. Pointing to her, they said to Du, “Speak, 
and we will spare her.” 

Still he made no reply. 

Then they whipped and beat her, shot slashed her, burned and 
branded her, till her whole body was streaming with blood and she 
was in agony. ‘ 

“T know I am only a simple woman and not good enough for 
you,” she cried. “But I have served you for more than ten years. Now 
devils have seized me and the pain is more than I can bear. I would not 
ask you to lower yourself to plead with them; but if you say just one 
word, my life will be spared. How can you be so heartless and grudge 
even one word?” Tears poured down her cheeks as she reproached 
and cursed him. Still Du paid no attention. 

“Do you think I cannot kill her?” demanded the commander. 
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Then he ordered the devils to fetch a chopper and chop off the woman’s 
feet inch by inch. Du’s wife screamed with pain, but still he paid no 
attention, 

“This scoundrel is well versed in magic,” said the commander. 
“We cannot let him live.” And he ordered his guards to kill Du. 

When Du had been killed, his spirit was haled before the king of 
hell. 

“Ts this the wizard of Yuntai Peak?” asked the king of hell. “Put 
him to torture.” 

Then melted copper was poured down his throat, he was beaten 
with iron rods, pounded with pestles, ground between millstones, 
thrown into a fiery pit, boiled in a cauldron and dashed against a forest 
of swords. But through all his sufferings he bore in mind what the 
priest had said, and let no groan escape his lips. When the jailers an- 
nounced that all the tortures had been tried, the king said, “This is a 
scoundrel. He must not be allowed to be a man. Let him be reborn as 
a woman in the family of Wang Qin, the magistrate of Shanfu County 
in Songzhou.” 

‘Then Du was reborn as a woman. As a child she was delicate and 
often ill. Not for a single day was she free from painful medical 
treatment. Once she fell off the bed, and another time fell on to the 
stove. The pain was intense, but not a sound did she utter. She grew up 
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into a beautiful girl but never spoke a word so that her family thought 
she had been born dumb. Her relatives insulted her in many ways, but 
she never retorted. A scholar from the same county, named Lu Gui, 
heard of this dumb girl’s beauty and sent a match-maker to ask for her 
hand. When the family declined because she was dumb, Lu said, “She 
doesn’t have to speak to make a good wife. And she will be a good 
example for women who talk too much.” Then the family agreed, and 
Lu married Du with due ceremony. They came to love each other, and 
after they had been married several years, Du gave birth to a son. Soon 
the child was two years old, and amazingly precocious. 

Lu could not believe that his wife was really dumb. One day, 
holding the child in his arms, he spoke to Du, but the latter would not 
reply. Lu tried various ways to trick his wife into speaking, but still Du 
remained silent. Then Lu flew into a rage and said, “In ancient times the 
Minister Jia had a wife who despised him and would never smile; but 
after seeing what a good hunter he was she changed her rpind. Now I 
am not as badias Jia, and my literary talents are much superior to skill in 
hunting; yet you refuse to speak to me. What use is a son, when the 
husband is despised by his wife?” 

Thereupon, seizing the child’s feet he dashed his head against a 
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stone. The little boy’s skull was smashed, and blood spurted out several 
feet. Love for the child made Du forget the pledge, and give an excla- 
mation of horror. 

While the exclamation was still on Du’s lips, he found himself 
back on the seat in the hall, with the priest before him. It was dawn. 
Purple flames from the cauldron were shooting up through the roof 
to the sky, and fire was rising from all sides to burn the house to ashes. 

“Look what you have done! You have spoilt my work, you silly 
fellow!” exclaimed the priest. Seizing him by the hair, he threw Du into 
a jar of water. Then the fire was extinguished. 

“You succeeded in mastering joy, anger, sorrow, fear, hate and 
desire,” said the priest. “Only love you could not overcome. If you 
had not cried out, my elixir would have been completed and you could 
have become immortal too. How hard it is to find a man who can 
attain godhead! Still I can brew my elixir again, while you remain a 
mortal and lead your own life on earth. Farewell!” Then he pointed out 
to Du his way back. 

Du forced himself to look around. In the ruined cauldron was an 
iron rod as thick as a man’s arm and several feet long. Taking off his 
outer garment, the priest began to cut this rod up with a knife. 
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After Du’s return to the world, he felt ashamed to have failed to 
repay the old man’s kindness and swore to himself that he would make 
good his failure. But when he went back to Yuntai Peak there was no 
one there. He had to return sadly home. 
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THE KUNLUN SLAVE 
Pei Xing 


During the Da Li period (766-779) there was a young man called - 


Cui, a palace guard of the Thousand Bulls Order, whose father was a 
high official and a close friend of a minister. One day his father told 
him to call on the minister to ask after his health. Now Cui was a 
handsome young man, rather bashful and quiet but with a very good 
manner, The minister ordered his maidservants to raise the curtains 
and ask him in. And as Cui bowed and delivered his father’s message, 
the minister took a fancy to him; accordingly he made him sit down 
and talk. 

There were three ravishingly beautiful maids there, who peeled 
red peaches into golden bowls, then poured sweetened cream over the 
peaches and presented them. The minister ordered one maid who was 
dressed in red to take a bowl to Cui; but the young man was too shy in 
the presence of girls to eat. Then the minister ordered the girl in red to 
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feed him with a spoon, and Cui was forced to eat a peach while the girl 
When the youth rose to go, the minister said, “Come again when 
you have time. Don’t stand on ceremony.” He told the gitl in red to see 
him out. Cui looked back at her as he left the courtyard, and she raised 
three fingers, turned up the palm of one hand three times, then pointed 
to the little mirror she wore on her breast and said, “Remember!” 
When Cui had given his father an account of his visit, he went 
back to his study lost in thought. He became silent and low-spirited, 
and rapt in sad thoughts would eat nothing. All he did was to chant a 
poem: 
"Led by chance toa fairy mountain, 
I gazed into star-bright eyes. 
Through a red door the moon is shining, 
There forlorn a white beauty lies, 


None of his servants knew what was on his mind. But there was 
a Kunlun slave in his family called Melek who watched him for a time, 
then asked: 

“What is troubling you that you look so sad all the time? Why not 
tell your old slave?” 

“What do fellows like you understand?” retorted Cui. “Why pry 
into my private affairs?” , 

“Just tell me,” urged Melek, “and I promise to get you what you 
want, be it far or near.” 
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. Impressed by his confident tone, Cui told him the whole story. 
“That's simple,” said Melek. “Why didn’t you tell me earlier, instead of 
moping like that?” 

When Cui told him what signs the girl had made, Melek said, 
“That’s easy to understand. When she raised three fingers, she meant 
that there are ten rooms in the minister’s house where the maids live, 
and she lives in the third room. When she turned up one palm three 
times, she was showing fifteen fingers, for the fifteenth of the month. 
And the little mirror on her breast stood for the full moon on the night 
of the fifteenth. That is when she wants you to go to her.” 

Cui was overjoyed. “Is there any way for me to satisfy my longing?” 
he asked. : 

Melek smiled and said, “Tomorrow night is the fifteenth. Give 
me two lengths of dark blue silk to make two tightly fitting suits. The 
minister keeps a fierce dog to guard the girls’ quarters and killed any 
stranger who attempts to break in. It is one of the famous Haizhou 
breed; swift as lightning and fierce as a tiger. I am the only man in the 


world who can kill this hound. Tonight I shall beat it to death for - 


you. 


Cui gave him meat and wine and next evening he left, carrying an 
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iron hammer with chains attached to it. After the time it takes for a 
meal he came back, saying, “the dog is dead. Now there is nothing to 
stop us.” 

Just before midnight, the slave helped Cui to put on his dark blue 
suit, and with the young man on his back vaulted over about a dozen 
walls until they came to the girls’ quarters. They stopped at the third 
room. The carved door was not locked, and the bronzed lamp inside 
shed a faint light. They heard the girl sigh as she sat there expectantly, 
She was putting on emerald ear-rings and her face was newly rouged, 
but there was sadness in her face as she chanted: 


Ob, the oriole cries as she longs for her love, 

Who beneath the bright buds stole her jewel away; 
Now the blue sky is cold and no message has come, 
So she plays her jade flute every sorrowful day. 


‘The guards were asleep and all was quiet. Cui lifted the curtain and 
entered. For a moment the girl was speechless; then she jumped off the 
couch and grasping Cui’s hand said, “I knew a clever man like you 
would understand the signs I made with my fingers. But by what magic 
art did you come here?” 

Cui told her all the planning had been done by Melek, and that the 
Kunlun slave had carried him there. 

“Where is Melek?” asked the girl. 
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“Outside the curtain,” he answered. 

Then she asked Melek in, and offered him wine in a golden bowl. 

“I come from the northern borderland and my family used to be 
rich,” the girl told Cui. “But my present master was commander of the 
army there and forced me to be his concubine. I am ashamed that I 
could not kill myself and had to live on in disgrace. Though I powder 
and rouge my face, my heart is always sad. We have fine food in jade 
utensils and incense in golden censers; we wear the softest silk and sleep 
under embroidered coverlets, and we have mother-of-pearl screens 
and jewels. Yet these things cannot make me happy, when all the time I 
feel I am a prisoner. Since your servant has this strange skill, why not 
rescue me from my jail? If I were free again, I could die content. But I 
would like to be your slave, and have the honour of serving you. What 
do you say, sir?” 

Cui changed colour and said nothing, but Melek answered, “If 
your mind is made up, it is quite simple.” 

The girl was overjoyed. 

Melek asked first to be allowed to take out her baggage. After he 
had made three trips, he said, “I fear it will soon be dawn.” Then with 
Cui-and the girl on his back he vaulted over about a dozen high walls, 
just as when they had come in. And all the time the minister’s guards 
heard nothing, Finally they returned to Cui’s quarters, and hid the girl 
a ; 

The next morning, when the minister’s household discovered that 
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the girl was gone and the dog was dead, the minister was appalled. 
“My house is always well guarded and locked,” he said, “yet now some- 
one seems to have flown in and out leaving no trace. This must be the 
work of no common adventurer. Don’t let word of this get out, for 
fear harm should come of it.” 

The girl remained hidden in Cui’s house for two years. Then, on 
one spring day when she rode in a small carriage to Quijiang to see the 
flowers, she was recognized by one of the minister's household. When 
the minister learned of her whereabouts, he was amazed and sum- 
moned Cui to question him. In fear and trembling, the young man 
dared not conceal the truth, but told the minister the whole story and 
how he had been carried there by his slave. 

“Tt was very wrong of the girl,” said the minister. “But since she 
has served you so long, it is too late to demand justice. However I 
feel in duty.bound to get rid of your Kunlun slave: that man is a 
public menace.” 

Then he ordered fifty guards, armed to the teeth, to surround 
Cui’s house and capture the Kunlun slave. But Melek, a dagger in his 
hand, vaulted over the wall as swiftly as if he had wings, like some huge 
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bird of prey. Though arrows rained down, they all fell short, and in a 
flash he made good his escape. 

Cui’s family was thrown into a panic. The minister too regretted 
what he had done, and was afraid. Every night for a whole year he had 
himself guarded by servants armed with swords and halberds. 

Over ten years later, one of Cui’s household saw Melek selling 
medicine in the market at Luoyang. He looked as vigorous as ever. 
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THE MAN WITH THE CURLY BEARD 
; Du Guangting 
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When Emperor Yang of the Sui Dynasty (605-618) visited 
Yangzhou, Councillor Yang Su was ordered to guard the West Capital. 
Now Yang Su, that proud noble, plumed himself on the fact that in 
those unsettled times no one in the empire had greater power or pres- 
tige than he. Giving free rein to his love of luxury and pride, he ceased 
to behave like a subject. He received both officials and guests seated on 
acouch, and went about supported by beautiful maids, in his behavior 
usurping the emperor's prerogatives. He became worse, too, in his old 
age when, forgetting his duty to his sovereign, he made no attempt to 
save the realm from utter ruin. 

One day Li Jing, later to become the Duke of Wei but then a 
private citizen, asked for an interview in order to offer advice on gov- 
ernment policy. Yang Su, as usual, received him sitting, Li approached 
and said with a bow, “The empire is in a turmoil and the bold are 
contending for power. As chief councillor to the imperial house, Your 
Highness should be thinking of how to rally good men, and should 
not receive visitors sitting.” 
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‘Yang Su was impressed and stood up to apologize. After talking 
with Li he was very pleased with him and accepted his memorandum. 

Now while Li had been discoursing brilliantly, one of Yang’s maids 
— a very beautiful girl who was standing in front of them holding a 
red whisk — had watched him intently. When he was leaving, she said 
to the officer at the door, “Ask him his name and where he lives.” Li 
told the officer. The girl nodded and withdrew, and Li went back to 
his hostel. 

That night, just before dawn, there was a soft knocking at Li’s 
door, and when he got up he found a stranger there in a cap and a 
purple gown, who was carrying a stick and a bag. Asked who he was, 
the stranger said, “I am the maid with the red whisk in Councillor 
‘Yang’s house.” Then Li quickly let her in. When she took off her outer 
gown and cap, he saw she was a beautiful girl of about nineteen with a 
fair complexion, dressed in bright clothes. She bowed to him, and he 
returned the bow. 

“T have served Yang Su for a long time,” said the girl, “and seen 
many visitors. But there has never been any one like you. The vine 
cannot grow by itself, but needs a tree to cling to. So I have come to 


you. 
“But Councillor Yang has great power in the capital; how can it be 
done?” said Li. 
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“Never mind him — he’s an old imbecile,” she replied. “Many 
maids have left, knowing that he will fall; and he makes very little effort 
to get them back. I have thought it over carefully. Don’t you worry.” 
Asked her name, she told Li it was Zhang, and that she was the eldest 
in her family. He found her an angel in complexion, manner, speech 
and character. Both happy and alarmed at this unexpected conquest, he 
had not a moment's peace of mind. Inquisitive people kept peeping 
through his door, and for a few days a half-hearted search was made 
for her. Then Li and the girl dressed in fine clothes and fled on horse- 
back from the capital to Taiyuan. 

On the way they stopped at a hostel in Lingshi. The bed was 
made, meat was boiling in the pot, Zhang was combing her long hair 
in front of the bed and Li was currying the horses at the door, when 
suddenly a man of medium height with a curly red beard rode up on 

" asorry-looking donkey. He threw down his leather bag before the fire, 
took a pillow and lay down on the bed to watch the girl comb her hair. 
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Furious but uncertain what course to take, Li went on grooming the 
horses. The girl looked intently at the stranger’s face, holding her hair in 
one hand while with the other she signed to Li behind her back to 
prevent his flaring up. Then, quickly pinning up her hair, she curtseyed 
to the stranger and asked his name. Still lying on the bed, he answered 
that it was Zhang. 

“My name is Zhang too,” she said. “We may be cousins.” With a 
bow she asked his position in the family, and he told her he was the 
third child. When she informed him that she was the eldest in her family, 
the stranger laughed and replied, “then you are the eldest of my younger 
cousins.” 

“Come and meet my cousin,” she called to Li, who bowed to 
him and sat down with them by the fire. 

“What are you boiling?” asked the stranger. 

“Mutton. It should be cooked by now.” 

“am famished,” said the man with the curly beard. While Li 
went out to buy bread, he took a dagger from his waist and cut up the 
mutton. They ate together, and after they had finished the stranger sliced 
up what was left and gave it to the donkey. He was very quick in all his 
movements. 

“You seem a poor fellow,” the stranger remarked to Li. “How 
did you get hold of such a marvellous girl?” 

“I may be poor but I am no fool,” said Li. “I wouldn’t tell anyone 
else, but I won’t hide anything from you.” And he described how it 
had come about. 

' “Where are you going now?” asked the other. 
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“To Tai ,” said Li. 

“By the way, I have come uninvited: have you any wine?” 

Li told him that west of the hostel was a wineshop, and fetched 
him a pint of wine. As they ate together, he said to Li: “Judging by 
your looks and behaviour, you ate a stout fellow. Do you know any- 
body remarkable in Taiyuan?” 

“I used to know a man whom J thought truly great,” replied Li. 
“My other friends are only fit to be generals and captains.” 

“What is his name?” 

“His name is Li too.” 

“How old is he?” 

“Only twenty.” 

“What is he now?” 

“He is the son of a provincial general.” 

“He sounds like the man I am looking for,” said the stranger, 
“But I will have to see him to make sure. Can you arrange a meeting?” 

“T have a friend named Liu Wenjing who knows him well,” said 
Li. “We can arrange an interview through Liu. But why do you want to 
see him?” 

“An astrologer told me there had been a strange portent at Taiyuan, 
and I should look into it: You are leaving tomorrow — when will you 
arrive?” 

‘Li calculated how long it would take, and the stranger said, “Meet 
me at daybreak the day after you arrive at Fengyang Bridge.” Then he 
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got on his donkey and made off so swiftly that he was at once lost to 
sight. 
Li and the gitl were both amazed and delighted. “Such a brave 


fellow will not deceive us,” they said. “We need not worry.” After. 


some time they whipped up their horse and left. 

On the appointed day they entered the city of Taiyuan, and were 
very pleased to meet the stranger again. They went to find Liu, and told 
him, “A good fortune-teller wants to meet Li Shimin. Will you send for 
him?” Liu thought highly of Li, so he immediately sent a messenger to 
him asking him to come. Presently Li Shimin arrived, wearing neither 
coat nor shoes, but with a fur coat thrown over him. He was over- 
flowing with good spirits, and his appearance was very striking. 

The curly-bearded man, sitting silently at the end of the table, was 
struck from the moment of his entry. After drinking a few cups with 
him he called Li aside and said. “This is undoubtedly the future emperor.” 
When Li told Liu this, the latter was overjoyed and highly pleased with 
himself too, 

After Li Shimin had left, the man with the curly beard declared, “I 
am eighty per cent certain, but my friend the Taoist priest must see him 
too. You two go back to the capital, but meet me one afternoon at the 
wineshop east of Mahang. If you see this donkey and another lean 
one, that means my priestly friend and I are there, and you can go 
straight up.” Then he left, and again they did as they were told. 
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| 
On the appointed day they went to the wineshop and saw the thvo 
donkeys. Lifting up the skirts of their robes they went upstairs, and 
found the curly-bearded man and a priest drinking there. They were 
pleased to see Li, asked him to sit down and drank about a dozen cups 

together. | 
“Downstairs in the cupboard,” said the man with the curly beard, 
“You will find a hundred thousand cash. Get a quiet place to lodge 

your wife, and meet me again another day at Fenyang Bridge.” | 
When Li went to the bridge, he found the priest and the cuty 
bearded man already there, and they went together-to see Liu. They 
discovered him playing chess, and after greeting him they started chatting. 
Liu sent a note to invite Li Shimin to watch the game. The priest played 
with Liu, while the cutly-bearded man and Li watched. | 
When Li Shimin arrived, his appearance struck awe into them all. 
He bowed and sat down, looking so serene and talking so well that the 
atmosphere seemed to freshen and splendour to be shed all around, At 
the sight of him the priest had tured pale, and as he made his next 
move he said, “It’s all up with me. I have lost the game, and there’s no 
help for it. What more is there to say?” He stopped playing and took 
his leave. Once outside he said to the curly-bearded man, “There is no 


place for you in this country. You had better try your luck elsewhere. 
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Don’t give up or lose hope.” They decided to leave for the capital. 

(To Li the curly-bearded man said, “The day after you arrive, come 
with your wife to my humble lodgings. I know you have no property. 
I want to introduce my wife to you and talk things over. Be sure not to 
fail me.” Then he sighed and left. 

Li rode back to his lodgings. Later he went with his wife to the 
capital to call on the curly-bearded man. The latter’s house had a small, 
plain wooden door. When they knocked, a man opened the door, 
bowed to them and said, “The master has been looking forward to 
your attival for a long time.” ‘They were led through inner doors, each 
more magnificent than the last. Forty girl attendants stood in the court, 
and twenty slaves led the way to the east hall where they found a great 
display of rare and precious objects. There were so many fine caskets, 
cupboards, head-dresses, mirrors and trinkets that they felt they had 
left the world of man. After they had washed they changed into rich 
and strange garments, and then their host was announced. He came in 
wearing a gauze cap, with a fur coat thrown over him, his whole ap- 
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pearance magnificent and kingly. When they had greeted each other 
cordially, he called his wife to come out, and they discovered that she 
was a beauty too. They were invited into the central hall, where there 
was a fine feast spread — richer than the banquets given by princes — 
and while they feasted twenty women musicians played music which 
sounded as if made in paradise. When they had eaten their fill, wine 
was served, Then servants carried out from the east hall twenty couches 
covered with embroidered silk. They removed the covers, and Li saw 
that the couches wete laden with account books and keys. 

“This is all the treasure I possess,” said the man with the curly 
beard.“ tum it all over to you. I meant to make my mark in the world, 
and fight with brave men for ten years or more to carve out a kingdom. 
But now that the true sovereign has been found, why should I stay 
here? Your friend Li Shimin of Taiyuan will be a truly great ruler, who 
will restore peace to the empire after three or four years. With your 
outstanding gifts, if you do your best under his serene guidance, you 
will certainly reach the top rank of councillors. And your wife with her 
great beauty and discernment will win fame and honour through her 
illustrious husband. Only a woman like her could recognize your talent, 
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and only a man like you could bring her glory. An able minister is 
bound to find a wise monarch. It is no accident that when the tiger 
roars the wind blows, and when the dragon bellows the clouds gather. 
You can use my gifts to help the true monarch and achieve great deeds. 


Go to it! Ten years from now, several hundred miles southeast of ~ 


China, strange happenings will take place — that will be when I realize 
my ambition. When that time comes, will you both drink towards the 
southeast to congratulate me?” He bid his servants pay their respects to 
Liand his wife, saying, “From now on they are your master and mistress.” 
Then the curly-bearded man and his wife put on military uniform and 
rode off, attended by one slave only. Soon they were out of sight. 
" ‘Taking over the curly-bearded man’s house, Li became wealthy 
and used his fortune to help Li Shimin to conquer the whole empire. 
During the Zhen Guan period (627-649), while Li was left minis- 
ter and acting prime minister, the southern tribesmen reported that a 
thousand big ships and one hundred thousand armed troops had en- 
tered the kingdom of Fuyu, killed the king and occupied the land. By 
now all was peaceful there again. Li realized that the curly-bearded 
man had succeeded. On his return from court he told his wife, and 
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they put on ceremonial dress and drank to the southeast to congratu- 
late their old friend. 

From this we see that imperial power is not won by any great 
man who aspires to it, let alone any man who is not great. Any subject 
who vainly attempts to rebel is like a praying mantis dashing itself against 
the wheel of a chariot, for Heaven has willed that our empire should 
prosper for a myriad generations. 

Ithas been suggested that much of Li’s military strategy was taught 
him by the man with the curly beard. 
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ABOUT THE TRANSLATORS 


Yang Xianyi was born in Tianjin in 1915. His wife Gladys Yang was 
born in England in 1919. They both graduated from Oxford Univer- 
sity in England in the 1930s. They were married in 1940 in China. 

After teaching at several universities, they went to work for the 
National Compilation and Translation Bureau in 1943, in charge of 
translation of literary works. In 1952, they joined the Foreign Lan- 
guages Press (now the China International Publishing Group) in Beijing, 
where Yang Xianyi worked as the chief editor of the magazine Chinese 
Literature. At the same time, he was a foreign literature research fellow 
of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, a council member of the 
Chinese Writers Association and a council member of the Translators 
Association of China. 

For many decades, Yang Xianyi and Gladys Yang have devoted 

themselves to translating and research into Chinese and foreign literary 
legacies. Their translations of classical Chinese works of literature es- 
pecially have brought them global fame, making a great contribution 
to the cultural exchanges between China and the rest of the world. 
Apart from their monumental translation of A Dream of Red Mansions, 
they have translated the Elegy of Chu, Selections from Records of the Historian, 
The Dragon King Daughter, The Courtesan’s Jewel-box, The Man Who Sold a 
Ghost, The Palace of Eternal Youth, The Scholars and a number of works 
by the famous modern Chinese writer Lu Xun. 
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